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The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I believe that
is true. The cost of living in Western
Australis is purported to be higher than
in other States of Austrzlia. I believe
that the QGovernment should give this
mattey very serious consideration to see
what can be done In the interests of the
State and in the Interests of our trade
balance. If we are not prepared to keep
our costs down, we have no hope in the
world of competing on overseas markets.
We have seen what has happened in the
last year or two in primary production.
Mark my words, the same thing will hap-
pen with secondary production if action
is not taken tg keep the price of consumer
goods down, That means that wages
must be on a level which will give the
people the ability to live reasonably and
will give us the opportunity to compete
on world markets. Let us not adopt this
policy of increasing taxes, thus increas-
ing our costs, because that is suicide.

A few weeks ago I was discussing this
subject with an Ameriean journalist who
is the sub-editor of a newspaper in Mis-
sourt, He alse writes for Time-Life
Magazine, and he has travelled on presi-
dential campaigns with John F. Kennedy
and President Nixon. He is associated
with a number of senators in America.
This man expressed the same opinion as
I have on this matter, and said that a lot
of the frouble in America emanated from
high profits in the metal trades indusiries.

As a resuit of the big profits reaped by
companies people in America pay high
prices for consumer goods. If we want
to become Americanised and go the way
America is going, let us do nothing about
it. But if we want to have a virile country,
with & high standard of Hving, and a
future in front of 1t, the Governments of
this country—hoth State and Common-
wealth—must take some action in the
matter and set up an authority such as
I have suggested to keep the consumer
goods price escalation under control.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Let me ask
you a question. If a certain section of
the eommunity works far the Government,
and the Government has to find $3,000,000
or $5,000,000 for increases in thelr wages,
what would you do fo make up that
money?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: What is the
reason the QGovernment had to find
24,000,000 last year for teachers?

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: I supposs you
would say that is sttaghed to the con-
sumer price index?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Yes. The
point Is that if we had contro] of the esca-
lation of the price of congumer goods,
that money would not have to he found
because & reasonable standard of lving
could be ohtained on the wages paid. The
incressing prices for consumer goods are
forcing the workers to press for higher
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wages and, to a degree, to win them in
the arbitration courts, They do not get
all they ask for because they ask for more
than they want. However, they do get in.
creases and thoge increazes have to be
justified in the arbitration courts. I did
not refer only to the State; I referred also
to the Commonwealth,

The Hon. A. F. Criffith: Check your
speech tomorrow and you will find you
referred to the State Covernment.

The Hon, N. E. BAXTER: I do not
mind the Minister checking my speech.
The Hon, A. F. Qriffith: You said that
Commonwealth and State Governments
were prepared to stand by and do nothing,
and I said that your remark was not fair.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I do not
think I used the words "stand by and do
nothing.”” I am almost sure I did not.
1 suggested that Commonwesalth and State
Governments should do something about
checking the infiationary trend in Aus-
tralia today. I do not want to delay the
House any longer, I have had my say
and I helieve implicitly that what T have
auggested should be carried out. I trust
that some notice will he taken of my re-
marks but I know that many big guns will
be brought to bear in an endeavour to
keep them from the light of day.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. Clive Griffiths.

House adjourned at 11.03 pm,

Legislative Awsembly

Wednesday, the 26th August, 1970

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL
Asgsent

Message from the Governor recelved and
read notifying assent to the BillL

QUESTIONS (33): ON NOTICE
1. HQOSPITAL
Rockingham-HKwinana

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1} What capacity and range of ser-
vice is to be provided in the first
stage of development in the new
Reckingham-Kwinang Hospital?

(2) Has the original concept and

planning for this hospital been

emended ?

What capacity and services are

planned now for when the hos-

pital i{s ultimately completed and
when 1s this expected?

(&)
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(4) How long is it expected to take
to complete stage one from time
of awarding contract?

(6) Will he give an estimafe of the
staff required in the various pro-
fessional and non-professional
categories for stage one and the
completed hospital?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1> This hospital will provide a gen-
eral practitioner service and the
first stage will contain 40 general
beds and 28 miternity beds.

(2) The design has bgen changed but
the basic concept has not varled
greafly,

(3) Services, including mechanical and
cdtering, will he sufficlent to cope
with more than 68 beds, and areas
likely to requité exbansion in the
future are being desigried to pro-
vide for it with the minimum of
disruption to the balance of the
hospital. It 15 not necessary to
determine the ultimate size, but
the site and design of the hospital
wilt permit exparision as required.

(4} From 18 months to two years.

¢5) Staffing levels will be determined
after construction has commenced.

METROPOLITAN TRANEPORT
TRUST

Wages: Percentage of Total Cost

Mrl:tDUNN, to the Minister for Trans-

port:

{1) What percentage of the cost of
ranning . the M.T.T. is atiribuiable
to wages?

(%)} Of this percentage, what propor-
tion is attributable to those re-
sponsible for collecting fares and
policing such collection?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. O'Connor) re-

plied:

{1) 68.92 per cent.

(2) 15.30 per cent. This includes the
additional cost for oné man bus
operation. Without this the pro-
portjon is approximately I0 per
cent.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
Statistics

Mr. DUNN,; to the Minister for

Polce:

(1) HoWw iriany accldents oeéarred in
the metropolitan area in each of
the past three yvears?

¢2) Of these, how many occurred be-
tweeryr the hoiirs of 7 am. and
9 dam. and 430 pm: dnd T pm.?

{3) How many of thdésé Aceldents oc-
cuwrred within a radius of 1, 2,
3,495, 6,7, 8 9 10, 11 and 12
miles from ¢the ¢deneral Post
Office?

Mr. CRAIG repMed:

1967 1668 1969
(1) Noti-¢asually o
accidents .. 12,659 15,187 .
Casualty
accidents .. 3,522 3,607 3,758

Total
accidents .. 16,181 18,794 *

(2} Non-edsually
accidents— A
Tam-9am, 1690 2,184 *
4pm.-Tpm. 3,438 3,978 .
Casualty
accidents— )
Tam.-fam. 343 393 408
4pm.-Tpm. 909 887 81
Total
accidents— i
Tam-9am. 2,033 2571 »
4p.m.-Tpm. 4,347 4,863 *
* Fromr the 1st July, 1969, fion-
casualty accldents have not
been recorded or published by
the Buareau of Census and
Btatisties.

(3 This informsation is not svailable.
This question was postponed.

HOSPITAL
Wooroloo
Mr. DAVIES, to the Chief Secretary:

(1> Has his department completed
taking over the Wooroloo Hos-
pital?

(2) If so, how many prisoners are at
presen{ accémmodated there?

(3) What i5 the expécted ultimate
capaciiy?

(4) What has been the extent of any
alterations and cost involved?

(5) By whom was the work carried
out?

(6} What alterations, extensions, etc.,
are planned in the foreseeable
future, and at what cost?

Mr. CRAIG repied:
{1) Yes.

(2) 109,

(3) 150 to 200,

(4) Becurity fence commenced buf not
completed. Tollets and showers
installed. X-ray roofni conveited
to prisoners’ reception room, pro-
perty rosm and office. Boller re-
placed by two smaller eutomatic
units. Cost up to the 25th August,

1970-—$30,269.

(5) Public Works Depdrtment super-
“81{:;‘1:&1;',{?]“’ tshowers. and boil-
ers ate contract, balaiice -
on labour. pris
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Inmates canteen, additional show-
ers, renewal water pipes, renewal
gutterings, maintenance of quart-
ers, painting of Officers Training
School—estimated cost $38,331.

STAMP DUTY
Robe River Loans

TONKIN, to the Treasurer:

Will the $55,000,000 Robe River
loans, the bulk of which is to be
provided by the Australlan Re-
sources Development Bank Ltd.
and Partnership Pacific Ltd, at &
rate of 94 per cent. he subject
to the 11 per cent. duty imposed
by the 1969 amendment to the
Stamp Act?

If “No” what are the circum-
stances which make the loans
exempt from the duty?

Mr. COURT (for Sir David Brand) re-
pled:

(1)
2

7.

No.

It is understood that the loans will
not be raised in Western Australia.
Even if loans were raised in this
State, duty would only be imposed
where the interest rate exceeds 10
per cent. Following the recent
general rise in Interest rates the
Government decided to follow New
South Wales in lifting the rate
prescribed in the Stamp Act to 10
per cent. as from the 1st July,
1970, pending amendment to that
Act.

DROUGHT RELIEF

Rural and Indusiries Bank Mortgages

Mr. TONKIN, to the Minister for -
Lands:
(1) Have applicants to the Rural and

@)
(3)

Mr.

1)
2)

3)

Industries Bank for advances for
drought relief been required to
give security for any loans made?
If “Yes"” what kind of seciurlty was
required?

In how many instances have ad-
vances been given on the security
of a second mortgage on the ap-
plicant’s property?

BOVELL replied:

Yes.

First mortgage over land on which
applicant’s farming is done,

None.

POTATCES
Importation and Mearketling

Mr. I. W. MANNING, to the Minister

for
(1)

Agriculture:

From which districts and in what
quantity per distriet does the
Western Australlan Potato Mar-

(2)

&)

4

(5)

(6}

N

1)

L$3)

@
4)

)
(8)

N

keting Board normsally draw sup-
plies for the Western Australian
trade during the months of July
to September inclusive?

What 1s the reason for the acute
shortage of Western Ausiralian
grow;x potatoes at the present
time?

Is the board taking steps to en-
sure that there Is an adequate
supply of fresh potatoes available
to consumers throughout Western
Australia?

From what source, and at what
price are the potatoes being ob-
tained?

Will the imported fresh potatoes
be distributed in the recognised
potato growing districts; if so, will
the potatoes be subject fo expert
Inspection for disease?

During August-September, what
wfill be the price to consumers
Of—

(a) Western Australian-grown
potatoes;

(b) Eastern States-grown pota-
toes?

On what previous occasions has
the Western Australlan Potato
Marketing Board undertaken the
importation and marketing of
interstate grown potatoes In com-
petition with Western Australlan
growers?

. BOVELL (for Mr. Nalder) replied:

Potatoes are drawn proportion-
ately from licensed growers in all
districts except the metropolitan
area, in quantities to meet market
requirements,

A drought-caused shortage of irri-
gation water resulted in reduced
plantings, low yields, and a high
incidence of loss due to potato
tuber moth.

Yes.

South Australia and Victoria at
various negotiated prices.

No.

Retall prices are not fixed, The
wholesale price will be adjusted
to compensate for variations in
costs, if any, of imported potatoes.

The Western Australlan Potato
Marketing Board does not market
potatoes in competition with West-
ern Australian growers. Any im-
portations are to supplement de-
ficlencies in fulfilllng orders.
Since the board's inception this
has been necessary only once pre-
viously, and that was in the 1949-
50 season.
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DRUNKEN DRIVING
Blood Tests
FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Police:

1)

2)

)]

@
5)

6

D

1)
@

L))

1)
5)

What number of times have
breathalyser units been used since
inception on inebriated and sus-
pected inebriated drivers of vehi-
cles?

What number of times have those
apprehended—

(a) sought blood tests in conjunc-
tion with breathalyser tests;
elected to rely exclusively on
blood tests?

What is the cost per blood
test;

() what is the total cost to date?
Where are they performed?

In view of the recenily published
comment of alleged inaccuracy of
breathalyser tests, is it not pos-
sible that more suspected offend-
ers will choose blood tests?

If so, and if these are performed
at public hospitals, is it not prob-
able that present medical staffs
could be required to give attention
to suspected drunken drivers to
the detriment of other patients
requiring their attention?

If priority is given to patients, is
it not likley that the time lapse
could proportionately reduce the
blood alcohol content of a person
waiting to be tested and conse-
quentially reduce the prospect of
conviction for drunken driving?

¢-))

(a)

. CRAIG replied:

4,463.

(a) 93.
(b) Not known.

(a) The fees prescribed for the
attendance of a medical prac-
titloner for the purpose of
these regulations are:—

(1) on any public holiday, or
& Sunday or at any time
between 1 pm. and mid-
night on a Saturday, or
during the period between
8 pm. and 8 am. com-
mencing on any day—$7;
and

(i) at any other time—$§5.

The fee for an analysis of a

blood sample for alcohol by
an analyst at the Government
Chemical Laboratories is $5.

{b) Approximately $15,000.
At police stations or hospitals.
It 1s possible. Past experience in-
dicates that following s published
report of alleged Inaccuracy of
breathalyser tests, for a short
period more people elect to under-
go blood tests.

(6)

&)

10.

Mr.
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It is highly improbable. Past ex-
perience is that doctors will not
take blood samples of suspected
drunken drivers to the deiriment
of other patlents requiring their
attention.

It 1s not Mkely, as regulations pro-
vide for a calculation back to the
time of the alleged offence.

EDUCATION
Federal Budget
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

11.

Wil he interpret the Federal Bud-
get as it relates to education In
Western Australia, namely—

(a) the total payments to West-
ern Australia for education, in
general terms; and .

(b) the extra payments for edu-
cation to Western Australia
from the recent Federal Bud-
get increases, in detail?

., LEWIS replied:

(a) and (h) No interpretation can
he given until the Federal
Budget is passed and officizl
advice recejved.

WATER SUPPLIES

Bores: Agaton and Watheroo Areas

Mr.

McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

0

(2

3)
(4)
(5}

Mr.
1)
(2)
(&)

How many hore holes have been
put down in the Agaton and
Watheroo areas?

How many of these produced
water suitable for human con-
sumnption?

Have production and replenish-
ment tests been completed?

If so, what is the quentity in gal-
lons per hour of each?

Is it intended that these bores are
to be connected to the Compre-
hensive Water Scheme?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Bores were drilled at 25 sites.

19,

and (4) The current stage of
testing has been completed with

the following result. Test pump-
ing rates were as follows:—

Bore A3 15,000 g.ph.
A4 8,740 g.ph.
Aé 7.6800 g.p.h.
Al 11,000 gph.
Al2 19,000 g.p.h.
Al3 18,200 g.p.h.
Al5 11,000 ep.h.
Alg 20,000 g.ph.
AlT 20,000 gph.
AlB 19,000 g.ph.
A21 10,700 g.ph.



302

12.

13.

14,

{ASSEMBLY.]

It should be noted that long-term
pimping rates from production
bores conld be differenit from these
vitfues, Af overall figure of three
m.ﬁ.p.d. has beén estimated as the
yield of this area.

(5) It i5s not planned fo incorporate
this source of witer tnto the cur-
rent stage of the comprehensive
agrteulfural aress water supply
scheme.

WATER BUPPLIES
Mundaring end Wellligton Danis

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
What is the amount of water cur-
rently stored In the Mundaring
and Welllngton dams, as against
the same time last year?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Muhdaring Weir storage is 13,871
million gallons on the 26th Aug-
ust, 1970, compared to 13,609 mil-
]113?9 gallons on the 28th August,

Wellingtoh Dam is at preseni full
and was als6é full at this time last
yeatr. The maximum capacity is
40,79¢ miljon gallons.

EDUCATION

Quairading and Brookion Junior
High Schodls

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for

Education:
As wall type fans are to be in-
stalled in demounfable class-
rooms, when may the same neces-
sity be expected to be installed in
the Bristol prefabricated class-
rooms at Qualrading and Brook-
ton Junior High Schools?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

A top level interdepartmental
committee of Public Works and
Fducation Department officers is
at present investigating the whole
matter of cooling devices in school
huildings.

Mr. Gayfer: That is the same answer
which you gave me ¢his time last
vear.

HOUBING
Coniracis: Delay
Mr. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1y What was the value of State
Housihg Comniission signed con-
tracts on hand at the—

(a) 30th June, 1869;
(b} 31st July, 1969;
(¢) 30th June, 1970;
(dr 31st July, 19707

2)

(3

{4

(5

(6)
D

(8)

(1)

2)
3)

4

(5)

In respect of the reported
$9,000,000 uncomplefed works out-
standing at the 30th June, 1970,
is the country north of the 26th
parallel included?

If so, what is the respective num-
her of units and value in such
aress?

In respect of the reported addi-
tiona! $5,000,000 works not com-
menced whai areas of the Siate
are affected?

What are the names of the con-
trectors concerned with the dis-
cussions with the State Housing
Comumissfon on Friday last?
What was the result of such dis-
cussions?

In view of the fact that $14,000,000
value of work is approximately
one-thitd of the commission’s 1970
programme, what is the reason for
the delay in taking remedial
action by the State Housing Com-
mission?

If the delays continue will he con-
fer with the Minister for Works
for the major reorganisation of the
day-labour organisation?

. O'NEIL repiied:

Readlly available information re-
lates only to the incompleted
portion of contracts. This is as
follows-—

(a) $8,088,935.

(b} Not avaflable, as figures have
been taken out on a monthly
basis only since September,
1969.

(¢) $8,348,348.

(d) $7,647,236.

Yes.

59 units oh which incomplete work
was valued at $510,214.

Metropolitah ares—$3,177,000.
North-west—$786,940.

Other country areas—$1,334,500.
The organizations represented at
the discussions were:

C. & M. Arto.

H.D. Construction.
Jaxon Construction.
A. V. Jennings.

8. Leveridge Ltd.

D. Manzi.

Estate of 8. Moyle.
Perth Comstruction.
Plunketts Ltd.

M. Van Tiel.

Watson Construction.
Florida Homes.

L. P. & C. A. BombardiéH.
H. P. Oorschot,
R.D.C. Cohstruction.
Karlson Construction.
Calais Construction.
A. Ravi.

Skyline Homes.
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{8) Those present were informed of
decisions made by the commission
tn regard to variations of contract
conditions. These decisions are:

{a) Contracts will be Hable to
cancellation if practical com-
mencement has not begun
within two weeks of signing
the contract, which must be
within fourteen days of re-
celving a letter of acceptance
of tender.

Where building permits are
not available within two weeks
of application, contractors will
be advised to commence con-
struction. The commission
will indemnify the contractor
against legal proceedings init-
fated by a local authority if
proceeding without a permit.

Liguidated damages will be
imposed in all cases where
contract time is exceeded.

Where reasons for delay are
given as non-avallability of
local products and on investi-
gation shows that serious de-
lay would result from local
preference provisions, consid-
eration may be given to waiv-
ing this requirement.

Following the easing of pressure
on labour supply in the buliding
industry, it was thought advisable
to allow contractors time to take
advantage of better labour supply
and improve contract perform-
ance. When it appeared that this
did not eventuate, positive action
by the commission was deemed
necessary.

(8) No.

)

©)

(d)

L))

WATER SUPPLIES
Helene River Dam

Mr. DUNN, to the Minisfer for Water

Supplies:
Concerning the proposal to build
8 small dam on the Helena River
approximsately half a mile below
the confluence of the Helena River
and Plesse Brook, ean he advise
if any of the farms at present
pymping water from the Helena
River are likely to be affected and,
if so, which ones?

. ROS8 HUTCHINSON repiied:

It 4s not expected that the con-
gtruction of the amall dam on the
Helena River will affect the pump-
ing of water to farms during the
summer months.

16 and 17. These questions were postponed.

18.

19.

20.
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EDUCATION
Subgidy. Remote Aregs

Mr. NORTON, to the Minjster for
Education:

(1) Is the Government introduclng a
new education subsidy for child-
ren in the north-west and remote
areas?

If “Yes” what will the subsidy be
and when will it come into opera-
tion?

Will there be any meang test; if
60, what form will it take?

. LEWIS replied:
to (3) The question of further
assisting parents in the north-
west and other areas of the State
is currently ander close Investiga-
ti‘;m. No decision has been reach-
ed.

2)

(3

(1

MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR

Sheep: Slaughtering Cuapacity

Mr. YOUNG. to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) ¥s the Midland abattolr able to
handle the present intake of sheep
through the slaughterhouse in the
week of delivery?

(2) If “No” what is the average

weekly carryover of mutton,

sheep, and lamb?

How many shifts are worked at

bresent?

If there is a carryover would an

extra shift be possible?

Mr. BOVELL <{(for Mr. Nalder) re-

plied:

(1) Yes, subject to inspection staff be-
ing available.

(2) Answered by (1),

3) Two.

(4} No.

3

)

BUSH FIRES BOARD
Model Constitution

Mr. GAYFER, to the DMinister for

Lands:

(1) Is there available from the Bush
Fires Board a4 model constitution
Ior the use of Voluntary Bush Fire
Brigades?

(2) If so, could a copy he tabled?

{3) 1If not, could he cause such & docu-
ment to be drawn up?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Bush fire brizades are constituted
in accordance with the by-laws of
the local authority concerned.
the Bush Fires Board assists local
authorities, where required, in the



384

21.

22.

[ASSEMBLY.]

preparation of appropriate by-
laws, and provides specimen by-
laws for this purpose.

(2) and (3} A capy of the specimen
by-laws is submitted for tabling.

The by-laws were tabled.

BRIDGE
Garrail Road
Mr. TOMS, to the Minister for Works:

(1> When is it proposed to commence
work on the construction of the
new bridge at Garratt Road to
connect with Belmont?

What is the anticipated date for
completion of the Garratt Road
widening and ancillary works to
relieve the present hottleneck?

Are there any plans to repair or
carry out maintenance on the
existing bridge; If so, what?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

This matter is still subject to
negotiation with other authorities
and until agreement is reached no
date can be given for commence-
ment of work,

Reconstruction of the section of
Garratt Road hetween Neville
Street and Elizabeth Street is to
be carried out jointly by the Bays-
water Shire Council and the Main
Roads Department. Work is ex-
pected to commence towards the
end of this year and be completed
during April, 1971. Investigations
for improvements to the intersec-
tion of Guildford Road are still in
Progress.

Yes, principally repairs to decking
and resurfacing.

TIMBER

Production
Mr. H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:
(1) What has been the total value of
timber—
(a) exported from Western Aus-

tralia;

) used within the State,
inn each of the last three years?
What has been the number of
persons employed in the timber
industry in Western Australia in
each of the last five years?
How many timber mills have
ceased operation in Western Aus-
tralia in the last 18 months?

BOVELL replied:

{a) Year ended the 30th June,
1967—$7,450,100.
Year ended the 30th June,
1968—%4,637,300.
Year ended the 30th June,
1969—$4,781,200,

(2)

3)

)

2}

(3)

(2)

3)

Mr.
(1}

23,

24.

25.

(b)Y Year ended the
1967—$18,239,900.
Year ended the
1968—$22,014,200.
Year ended the
1969—$19,124,800.
Basis of value—after first
conversion (on mill skids).

1965—3,832,
1966—3,484.
1967—3,410.
1968—3,503.
1969—3,101.

8ince the 1st January, 1969—
Two mills closed permanently.
Two mlills closed temporarily.
One mill destroyed by fire and
not rebuilt.

30th June,
30th June,
30th June,

2)

3)

This question was postponed,

KWINANA POWER STATION
Fuel Oil: Price

Mr. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Electricity:

(1) Has the price of fuel oil to the
Government in respect of the con-
tract to supply Kwinana power
station been increased since the
introduction of the Pederal Bud-
get increasing the duty on motor

spirit?
(2) If “No” is an increase in price
possible?
Mr. BOVELL (ior Mr, Nalder) replied:
(1) No.
(2) It is not considered the increased

duty on motor spirit will affect
the price of fuel oil.

WOOL
Rail Freights

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Raflways:

(1) Is it a fact that new proposals of
wool-bale freight include a charge
of 10c per bale, inclusive of
checking, for loading or unloading,
and a charge of 5¢ per hale for
checking?

Under what set of circumstances
would these charges apply?

In respect of the carriage of wool,
what rail freight rate applied and
what would it cost to rait—

(a) Corrigin to Fremantle;

(h) Bruce Rock to Fremantle,
ten tons in 1945,

ten tons in 1955;

ten tons in 1965; and

75 bale-= under new proposed
scheme?

2)

3)
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Mr. COURT
plied:

(1) The new proposals provide for a
charge of 10¢ per hale per service
for loading or unloading when
these services are performed by
the railways. Under these cir-
cumstances checking is inclusive.
When checking only is required
the charge Is 5¢ per bale. These
charges maintain parity with the
present rates.

When the services are actually
performed by the railways.

(a) The rall mileage from Corri-
gin to Fremantle is 221 miles
and the rates per ton on a
consignment of ten tons of
wool hawled 221 miles fol-
low—

(for Mr. O'Connor) re-

2)

(&)

Plus Cover per
Bogie Wagon.
5g. 0d. {$0.50)

1318. d. ($13.15) 15g. 0d. (31.50)

$14.24 Nil.

Under the new proposals the
charge is $2.15 per bale.

The rail mileage from Bruce
Rock to Fremantle is 184 and
the rates per ton on a con-
slgnment of 10 tons of wool
hauled 184 miles follow—

Plus Cover per
Bogle Wagon.

58. 0d. (30.50)

Year.
1945
1955
1965

Rate per ton.
61 ($8.10}

(b)

Year,
1045

1855
1085

Rate per ton.

53s. 4d. ($5.33)
121s. 9d. ($12.18) 15s. 0d. ($1.50)
$13.11 Nil.

Under the new proposals the
charge is $1.95 per bhale.

COURTHOUSE
Donnybrook
Mr. KTTNEY, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is it still intended to erect a new
courthouse in Donnybrook?

H “Yes" can he Indicate when
this is likely to be?

COURT replied:

Yes.

When loan funds become avall-
able.

2)

Mr.

)
)

This question was postponed.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT
TRUST

Bus Service: Lockridge

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has any arrangement been made
to extend M.T.T. bus services into
Lockridge?

29.

30.

31.
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(2) In view of the build up of poten-
tizl commuters in the Eden Hiil-
Lockridge area, will additional bus
services he arranged?

Mr, COURT (for Mr. O’Connor) re-
plied:

(1) The initial service to Lockridge
was commenced on the 156th De-
cember, 18689,

The development is being closely
watched and additional services

will be provided as the demand
increases.

(2)

This question was postponed.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
SUFFPLIES

Country Towns: Effect on Rates
Mr. JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What is the number of water rate-
payers at each of the following
towns .—

(a) QGeraldton;
() Albany,;

(¢) Manjimup;
{d) Esperance?

Has there been or is there any in-
tentlon to make any increase in
water rates to cover any cost of
fluoridation?

If so, what i3 the anticipated in-
crease in rates In each town?
. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(a) Geraldfon—5,900.

(b) Albany—=8,350.

(¢) Manjimup—1,265,

(d} Esperance—2,100,

No.

Answered by (2).

(2}

(&)

1)

@)
(3)

HOUSING
South Kalgoorlie-Boulder Area

%r. MOIR, to the Minister for Hous-
g
(1) What is the area of land reguired
for the housing and development
project announced by him earlier
this year to take place in the
South Kalgoorlie-Boulder area?
‘What are the number of dwellings
to be erected—

(a) by the State Housing Com-

mission;

b) by other developers?

When is the development in this
area to commence?

Over what period will it be car-
ried out?

Is he aware that several people
who have lived for many years on
the extreme western side of this

@)

(&)
(4)

5
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6)

a)
2)

&)

—r

1LY
(%)

Mr.
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area on a lease basis have been
given notice of resumption with-

out recompense, to take effect at

the 31ist December next?

As this will cause considerable
hardship, will he have their cases
reviewed in order to ascertain if
the resumption of these properties
15 absolutely necessary?

. O'NEIL replied:

330 acres.

(a) 18 units scheduled during the
year 1970-1971.

() Not known, although there
have been several inguiries as
to availabllity of land.

It is antieipated that development

will proceed t0 a point where

huiiding could commence in Janu-

ary, 1971.

Approximately seven years.

and (6) There appesar to be three
leases concermed, One lease ex-
pires in June, 1979. The State
Housing Commission would need
to negotiate acquisition with this
lessee. The remaining two leases
expire in December, 1970. Lessees
have been advised that since the
land is required, it is not intended
to renew leases, Ii is possible that
arrangements could be made to
allow future tenancy on a monthly
basis, subject to requirements for
;iiramage and sewerage construc-
on,

CIVIL, SERVANTS
Safety Officers
HARMAN, to the Minister for

Labour:

(0)

2

3

(4

83

Which Government departments
and instrumentalities employ
trained safety officers?

How many such officers are em-
ployed in each department?

How many such officers are en-
gaged predominantly in safety
training in the field?

How many such officers are pre-
dominantly engaged in admini-
strative functions concerned with
wt%r;:ers’ compensation inquiries,
etc.

. O’NEIL replied:

Department of Labour—One
safety lMaison officer.

Metropolitean Water Supply, Sew-
erage and Drainage Board—
Two safety officers.

Forests Department—One safety
officer.

Main Roads Department—One
safety officer.

Western Australlan Government
Raflways—Two safety officers.

33.

(2)
&)

P

Answered by (1).

Safety training in the field forms
an Integral part of normal safety
promotions by the safety officers.

None,
WATER SUPPLIES

Catchment Areay; Ezxclusion of
Industries and Service Forces

Mr.

JONES, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

1)

2)

(3

)

(5)

18}

(6 })

Was he correctly quoted in The
West Ausiralian of Monday the
24th August, 1970, where he is
reported as saying: “There is
absolutely no question of any form
of industry or service force being
allowed on eatchment area’?

Does this mean that no additional
indystries will be permitted 1o be
established ai Collie?

When was the Army training
centre established in the Weiling-
ton Dam area?

Is he aware that during the last
war years and since the war
thousands of soldiers have been
trained at the tralning base?

If “Yes” what is the reason for
the change in policy?

In view of Collie Shire President's
statement which appeared in the
express edition of the Daily News
on Monday, the 24th August,
E,oul?d he please clarify the situa-
tion

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

to (6) Iregret any misconceptions
that may have arisen from the
several Press reports which appear
to have created some controversy
regarding the subject of Army
bhases and water caichment areas.
In order to "clarify the situation’
as requested, I want f{o advise,
firstly, that the Government is
very keen indeed to .co-operate
with the Army In ensuring that a
mafor service base is established
on a suitable site in Western Aus-
tralia. It should be known that
more than one local governing
authority has presented In one
form or another a case for such a
site within their boundaries.
Secondly, as I have trled to in-
form various press represeniatives,
with varying degrees of success,
there are two issues invelved in
the particular questions and re-
ports relating to the Collle and
the Wellington Dam catchment
areas.

One of these relates to an exercise
in the Collie srea that 1y carried
out at intervals by the Bpecial
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Air Services group. The first of
these took place, I understand, in
1958. The last camp was based
very close to the edge of the
waters of Wellington Dam which,
ot course, plays a vital role in
the compreherisive water supply
scheme supplying domestic and
stock water to many towns and
pleces I the south-west corner of
the State.

It is felt in the interests of all
concerned that such eamps should
be removed to areas where possible
tontamination of water supplies is
avolded, so it shoild be understood
that this does not necessarily pre-
chude camping arrangements in
areas more remote from the basin
and, of course, a site downstream
of the dam would not cause con-
cern,

The second of these relates, as I
have already briefly mentioned, to
the possibiity of the Army estab-
lishing a major base In Westérn
Australa and i quite distinct from
the S.A.8. site issue.

I advise that no state of war exista
between any Goverriment de-
partmerifs or indeed béetween my
department and the Army and
that I understan@ that the final
location of a suitable site has been
ahd will be the subject of con-
siderable thought and negotiations
bstween the QGovernment and the
Army.

In any case, I very much doubt
that the Army, because of its ex-
pressed appreciation of genersal
conservation principles, would de-
sire to establish a base which
might well In the fature hold in
total over 10,000 men, women, and
children on & wafer catchment
area,

QUESTIONS (3}: WITHOUT NOTICE
CHAMBERLAIN INDUSTRIES

Reorganisation

MrE. RUSHTON, to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

Is the Government informed on
the state of negetiations for the
reorganisation of Chamberlain In-
dustries?

Mr. COURT replied:

Pirstly I would say that the com-
pany has kept the Government
fully informed on its negotiations.
Secondly, the Government is of
the opinion that the megotiations
are neot only being handled effic-
ientdy, but are in the best ititerests
of the local industty,

2

Catchment
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WATER SUPPLIES

Areas: Exclugion of Industries
ahd Service Forces

JONES, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

Mr.

(1)

I would refer the Minister to ques-
tion 33 (1) and (2) on today's
;mtice paper which reads as fol-
ows—

(1) Was_he correctly quoted
i The West Austrglian of
Monday the 24th August,
197¢, where he is report-
ed as saying: “There is
absolutely fir question of
any form of industry or
service force beihg allow-
ed on catehment area”?

Does this mean that no
gddftional Ihdustries will
be permitted to be estab-
Hshed at Collle?

I ask the Minister these questions
again because he gave no answer
fo them when he replied a mom-
ent ago to question 33.

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) I would advise that the
reason I gave the answer in the
terms I did was to try to clarify
the situation. If the honourable
member will recall, part (8) of
his question asked me to do just
this., It is difficult to clarify a
situation by referring to one spec-
ific Press report which does not
give the complete detail of what I
said to the paper. I might say
that five pressmen interviewed me
about this particular matter.

41)

. Tonkin: Don't beat about the

bush! Did the Minister say it or
did he not?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I said a

number of things which were not
reportéed. I deliberately refrained
from trying fo answer & specific
question which was out of context.
I did this in the belief that I was
trying to clarify the situation.

On five different occasions I was
asked questions on this subject
by the Press and, on two occa-
sions, I gave detailed replles to
questions asked. On both those
occasions not one werd of what
I safid was printed In the paper
but other points were printed.

. Torkin: Perhaps the Minister's

comments werée hot worth printing.

. ROS8 HUTCHINSON: I am trying

to answer the question asked by
the member for Collie. The Leader
of the Qpposition can hold his own
views; we all khow how obsessed
they can be. I waht to say that it
is very difficult indeed to give a
logical answer to a report which
is ouf of context.
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Secondly, the member for Collie
asked whether it meant that no
additional industries would be per-
mitted to be established at Collie.
This falls outside my portfolio,
but I do not think for one moment
that would be the position. I think
each case for an additional in-
dustry would be considered on its
merits. I remind the honourable
member—although I have no doubt
that there is no necessity for me
to remind him—that Collie was
bigger previcously than it is now
so far as Industry is con-
cerned. I cannot see any real
harm in some further industries
being established at Collie if it
means that the town will advance
further. However, 1. want to stress
again—TI was reported in the paper
on one occasion as saying this—
that we must jealously guard our
water catchment areas, and I
doubt whether there is one mem-
ber in this Chamber, with one pos-
sible exception, who would deny
that sound principle.

WATER SUFPPLIES
Point Samson

BICKERTON, to the Minister for
North-West:
By way of a brief explanation to
my question, I advise that I have
received correspondence from the
Roebourne Shire to the effect
that the Minister informed the
shire in March, 1969, that Point
Samson would possibly obtain s
water supply when the Cleveland-
Cliffs deal was finally accomplish-
ed. I understand that Cleveland-
Cliffs is now making arrangements
to take water to Cape Lambert.
I assume the Minister did inform
the shire to this effect, although
I have only the shire's word and
not the Minister's.
If this is so, in view of his under-
taking, ean he inform me what
steps have been taken to ensure
that Point Samson will receive the
water supply from the water line
going to Cape Lambert?

. COURT replied:

As the honourable member will
appreciate, the arrangements for
the Robe River project to proceed
have only just been completed.
Whilst the maln engineering pro-
posals have, in fact, been approv-
ed, I must admit I have not stud-
fed this specific point.

In view of the questions asked by
the honourable member I will un-
dertake to look at the detailed pro-
posals and answer his questions
more precisely at the next sitting
of the House.

Bickerton: Thank you.

BILLS (3): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Aerial Spraying Control Act Amend-
ment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Bovell (Acting Minister for Agri-
culture), and read a first time.

2. Government Railways Act Amend-
ment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Court (Acting Minister for Rall-
ways), and read a first time.

3. Eastern Goldflelds Transport Board
Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr,

Court (Acting Minister for Trans-
port), and read a first time.

HONEY POOL ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR. BOVELL (Vasse—Acting Minister
for Agriculture) (5.07 p.m.l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill seeks to amend the Honey Pool
Act, 1955-1957. The vprovisions of the
Honey Pool Act, 1955-1957, establish the
corporate name of the administering body
as “The Trustees of the Honey Pool of

Western Australia.’

The trustees advise that the length and
complexity of this title is proving cum-
bersome and is creating difficulties in its
meaning, both in local business and in
many countries to which the pool exports
its products. This Bill is designed to pro-
vide for a Yriefer title and the proposed
amendment substitutes the definition of
“Corporation” in the principal Act to read
“The Honey Pool of Western Australia” in
lieu of the present definition.

The other amendments in the Bill are
consequential. I commend the Bill to the
House.
ithr. T. D. Evans: There is no sting in

Mr., BOVELL: No, it 15 a short and
sweet BIll,

Debate adjourned, on mofion by Mr,
H. D. Evans.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (Ne. 2)

Second Reading

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister

for Labour) [5.10 pm.l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a8 second

time.

During the passage of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act Amendment Act, 1979, a
number of issues were canvassed in the
debate and an undertaking was given that
these matters would be examined. This
has been done, and the Bill before the
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House seeks to make amendments related
to de jacto relationships, to the situation
where a worker dles as a result of an in-
jury attributable to serious or wilful mis-
conduct, and to payments and benefits
generally.

Although the parent Act specially pro-
vides for ex-nuptial children, the product
of de facto relationships, we have to date
refrained from including thelr mothers as
dependants, Where recognition is glven
to de facto wives some effort at definition
is necessary to distinguish a laison in-
tended to be permanent from those of a
ecasual nature where no obligation of sup-
port could or should be expected.

In New South Wales the Act includes
“a woman so0 dependent who for not less
than three years immediately before s
worker’s death, although not legally mar-
ried to him, lived with him on a perma-
nent and bone fide domestic basts.”
Evidence of the satisfaction of these con-
ditions is required in each case.

This Bill proposes to adopt the same
principle and to cover the sitnaflon not
only in respect of compensation payable
upon the death of a worker, but also in
respect of weekly payments resulting from
loss of earnings through injury.

Currently under our Act, compensation
is not payable to an injured worker where
the Injury is attributable to the serlous
and wilful misconduct of that worker. A
similar defence to claims is found in
other States’ Acts; however, for many
vears now most Acts have permitted of
compensation being paid where death or
serious and permanent disablement resuits.
This Bill contalns such a proposition.

Members will recall that amendments
made to the Workers' Compensation Act
earlier this year were the result of recom-
mendations from a special committee of
inquiry and that certain recommendations
were made to vary payments and beneflts.
It was conceded that some States had
varied payments and benefits between the
receipt of the commitiee’s report and the
introduction of that Bill into Parliament,
and that other States were giving consi-
deration to these matters. An undertaking
was given that this subject would receive
attention, and this Bill proposes certain
increases.

The current weekly rate payable to a
single male worker is $26.10. The average
of other States and the Australian Capital
Territory is $27.30. It is proposed to
increase this amount to $27, having
regard to the fact that this figure is sub-
ject to variation in the basle wage, an
automatic form of Increase not enjoyed
by more than a few States.

Mr. Jamieson: Will there be & basic wage
increase?

Mr. O’NEIL: I would not know. The rate
for a female worker is related to the male
rate and cwrently stands at $19.60. The
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Bill provides that this amount be increased
to $20.25, thus maintaining relativity to
the male rate.

The minimum weekly payment which is
applicable to workers earning less than the
basic wage is currently $11.80. Adjusting
this flgure pro rata with the new male rate
would produce a flgure of $12.17. It is
éalr;ggsed that the new rate should be

A wife’s allowance currently stands at
$8.90 per week. It is proposed that this
be increased to a flgure of $7.80, which is
slightly above the average of other States,

Our existing child allowance is within
a few cents of the national average; hence,
the Bill contains no proposals to vary this
amount, which was increased last session
from $2 to 33 per week and extended to
include children born during the period
that a worker was recelving compensation,
a5 well as heing made applicable to full-
time students under 21 years of age.

Consideration has also been given to
amounts payable in respect of death. The
sum at present payable in this State—
excluding amounts added for children— is
$10,881. Amounts payable in other States
are as follows; New South Wales $10,000;
Victoria $9.000; Queensland $8,640; South
Australia $12,000; Tasmania $12,098, and
the Australian Capital Territory $12,000.
The average of these amounts is $10,623, a
figure somewhat lower than that applying
in this State. It is proposed, however, to
increase this sum to $11,000. It has to
be realised, of course, that this figure is
subject to basic wage fluctuation. For
example, the existing fisure of $10,881
would increase by $295 for each $1 per
week increase in the basic wage.

The decision to increase the amount
payable in respect of the death of a worker
necessitates 8 consequential adjustment to
the minimum sum payable to a wholly
dependent widow or mother. The BEill
increases this sum from $2,5637 to $2,665.

Mr. Tonkin: What is the reason for this
Bill being called the Workers’ Compensgs=
tion Act Amendment Bill (No. 2)?

Mr. O'NEIL: The first one was in the
first half of this year.

Mr, Tonkin: But this is a new session.

Mr. O'NEIL: I do noft know. This is a
matter for the draftsman, I am afraid. I
think 1t is because it is still within 1970.

The SPEAKER: I should not be mak-
Ing this explanation, but it is still in the
same calendar year. The previous Bill was
passed in 1970 and this one, presumably,
will be passed In 19870.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Moir.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 25th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Cash:—
That the following Address-in-Reply
g His Excellency’'s Speech be agreed
May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australis in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Graclous Soverelgn,
ahd to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased

to address to Parliament.

MR. RIDGE (Kimberley) [5.17 p.m.]l:
There are one ot two issues which I would
like fo discuss at some length while speak-
ing oh this debate, but before progressing
to those matters I would like to refer to a
variety of subjecfs, and I start by con-
grafulating the new member for Albany
on winning his seat recently. I extend to
him the wish that his stay in Parliament
will be a happy and successful one.

Rainfall in the Kimberley region during
the last wet season was somewhat erratic,
and if we had not recelved some good late
falls many of the pastoralists in the area
would have been in a very difficult situa-
tion. As it transpired, some of the areas
in the south-east of the electorate did not
fare particularly well and I think it is
reasonable to say, therefore, that drought
conditions are being experienced. As a
result of the poor seasonal conditions large
numbers of breeding stock had to be carted
out of the region, and it is probably the
first time on record that there has been a
big movement of cattle to south of the
pleuro line.

It is encouraging to note that blood stock
is still being introduced into the Kimberley
area, probably at an unprecedented rate;
and there is any amount of other evidence
to indicate that pastoralists are becoming
increasingly aware of the need to stream-
line their activities.

Although the meatworks prices for cattle
have been comparatively good, the industry
1s confronfed with a dangerous situation
which has been brought about by the Aus-
trallan Meat Board insisting that 50 per
cent. of the meat produiced In the region
must be exported to countries other than
the United States of America. In my view,
that is a rather ridiculous deciston because
at this point of time the Kimberley grow-
ers have no chince whatsoever of com-
peting on the prime beet market, and it
is a well-established fact that the lean
beef produced in the area is economically
saleable only on the boneless meat market
in the United States.

However, despite our inabllity to diver-
sify—and that is a situation which is
brought about not by desire but by geo-
graphical location—the meat board still
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applies this restriction, which eould
eventually result in extreme hardship.
Bearix;g in mind that the Kimberley pro-
duct is not generally saleable on other
world markets, the meatworks have been
forced to buy their diversification pound-
age from exporters who have overfilled
their quotas; and operators in baby beef
and mutton are turrently trading U.S.A.
export entitlements at between S5c and Tc
a pound, which In practical effect
teduces the return on every beast killed
by between $12 and $13. Obviously the
Australiah Meat Board has very wide
powers, but I certainly hope that the
Commonwealth Government will see fit to
intervene in this situation before the stage
is reached where some of the northern
meatworks have to close their doors.

The flow of the Ord River this yedr
was probably one o0f the lowest on record.
However, 1 am not aware of there being
any shortage of water for irrigation pur-
poses; and In fact the unusually dry
season appeared to be highly acceptable
to cetton farmets from g growing point
of view. It was disappointing to note that
séveral farmers did not plant again this
year, ahd this indicates that there
are still manhy pirobleths in the industry
which will have {o be overcome. These
problems can only be ovetcome by co-
operation between the farmers and the
State Government, and I express the hope
that we will see this partnership con-
t.iméed in the future as we have in the
past.

From trials which have been conducted
in the area it is apparent that the fatten-
ing of caitle will play quite a major part
in the economics of the Ord River pro-
jeet. The Wyndham Meat Works recently
killed some cattle which had been intro-
duced to feed lot handling at Kununurra.
The average dressed weight of the beasts
worked out at about 100 lb, better then
the average weight of range cattle. They
were fed on grain sorghum, cotton seed,
and other supplements, and over a period
of about four months the weight gain
was slightly in excess of 3 1b a day. This
type of venture could become very profig-
able to the farmers in the area, but be-
fore any of them gre prepared to enter
into development of this nature. I expect
they will require areas of dry land as
near as possible to their farms. They
will need this land for breeding and hold-
ing cattle.

T understand that in instances where
land is at present being offered to farmers,
it is on a 10-year lease basis and this is
not generally acceptable because before
the banks will Iend them money for
developing these properties they expect the
farmers to be able to hold the land for
at least 30 years. I hope therefore that
the Minister for Lands will see fit to
have a look at this situation also.
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While I am speaking sbout the Lands
Department I cannot let this opportunity
pass without commenting that I find
problems associated with that department
to be the most frustrating ones I have to
deal with in my office. I do not wish to
cast aspersions on the ablility of the
officers of the Lands Department—I have
found them to be very helpful and
sympathetic towards some of my queries
—but almost every day of the week
I receive querles or complaints from my
constituents regarding difficulties they are
sxperiencing and it is not unusual for
people to find that no action has been
taken on their filles for over 12 months.

I can name several instances of people
having pulled up their stakes and left the
area—people who have had money to in-
vest in homes, business ventures, and so on
—because they could not get hold of land
reasonably quickly. Surely this is not
good enough. If we want investors in
the area—and we certainly do—it is about
time we devised a system whereby land
could be made available promptly.
T appreciate that syrvey and administra-
tive procedures can be quite involved, but
it is very difficult to explain to a person
why he cannot be favoured with a block
of land on which to condyct a business
venture or to build a house in a town
which is isolated and surrounded by mil-
lion-acre pastoral holdings.

Tn these circumstances I suggest it would
be quite reasonable for the Lands Depart-
ment te have a number of conditional pur-
chase lots available locally on an “over-
the-counter” basis. The shire council in
each centre in the north could be respon-
gible for determining whether the land
was acceptable for the purpose for which
it was required; likewise, it could have
some power to rescind a lease or license
if there was not reasonable evidence of the
purchase conditions being complied with.
It is & very serious situation and we
urgently need some improvement in the
method of land allocation.

Having had close association with local
government in the north, 1 am aeware of
some of the fnancial difficulties experi-
enced by shire councils. I suggest that
the time has eome for the Government to
investigate the financial resources of
remote local authorities, with a view to
providing some form of financial aid for
approved capital projects. A {ypical shire
in the north has an area of approximately
40,000 square miles and s population of
ahpout 3,000 people. The revenue-raising
eapabilities of the council are extremely
Hmited, and it is generally accepted that
the ¢apital cost of a building project is
about 100 per cent. higher than it would
be in Perth.

In simple arithmetie, this boils down
to the fact that people in remote areas
are doprived of many of the services which
people in eities take for granted, purely
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and simply because the services cannot
be flnanced by small numbers of rate-
payers. Almost every centre in the north
Is desperately trying to build either a
kindergarten or an infant health clinic,
and, while both of these projects quallfy
for some form of financial aid from the
State Government, the bulk of the capital
has to be raised by local fund-raising com-
mittees, which are doing a wonderful joh.
They find, however, that their efforts are
frustrated by the fact that buildings costs
are spiralling at a faster rate than they are
able to raise funds.

Most people agree that the key to large-
scale development of a remote region, such
as the Kimberley, depends on our abllity
to reduce transport costs and at the same
time provide regular and reliable services.
The Coastal Shipping Commission ob-
viously has great faith in the Lighter
Aboard Ship vessels which it proposes to
operate on the west coast and if in prac-
tical operation these ships prove to be as
good as publicity leads us to believe, they
will certainly be s welcome addition to the
fleet of the State Shipping Service.

I was delighted to read a recent report
wherein the Director-General of Transport
advocated an easing off in the protection
which is afforded to State instrumenta-
lities. I agree with his statement that
cheaper and more efficlent transport for
the north can only be met by a policy
which extends user cholce and competi-
tion. At present cartage contractors who
operate services between Perth and the
north are obliged to consign their loaded
trucks and trailers by trains to the rail-
head at Geraldton or Meekatharra, and
from thete drive them to their destinations,
perhaps in the far north.

However, I am quite positive that if
these people were permitted to operate a
service on a “road direct” basis it would
result in the turnaround time being much
quicker. This is most important to the
people in the north, because trucks are
able to carry urgently needed parts and
commodities much quicker than ships and
at a rate much cheaper than that charged
by the only other {ransport alterpative—
which is, air freight. Like transport oper-
ators everywhere else, those in the north
consider there are special reasons why
they should be exempted from the pay-
ment of road maintenance tax. I would
be inclined to agres with them and if I
thought this objective could be achieved 1
would be one of the first to put forward a
case for the abolition of the road mainten-
ance tax in fhe north, because I fee] sure
some very sound reasons could be ad-
vanced for its abolition.

However, the Premier and the Minister
for Transport have, on numerous occa-
sions, pointed out the necessity for the
tax; but I would like to know whether a
thorough investigation has been carried
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out to determine if there ifs a more
efficient and acceptable means of collect-
ing the tax. In my opinion the present
system of collection is ill-conceived and
it is placing a&n unfair administrative
burden on truck drivers. Surely to good-
ness our State transport experts could
come forward with some proposal to over-
come the anomaly and at the same time
reduce the cost of administering the Act.

When he spoke on the Address-in-Reply
debate recently the member for Gascoyne
referred to a child allowance that is paid
to civil servants who accept appointments
in the north. I would go a little further
and suggest that the same concession
could be extended to Government wages
employees. At the same time I point out
that civil servants have their fares paid
when they take their holidays annusally,
whereas wages employees enjoy this con-
cession only once every two years. I am
told that traditlon has always diciated
that certain privileges should be afforded
to public servants, but I cannot say that
I approve of the principle, because to my
way of thinking it smacks of discrimina-
tion.

The payment of this child allowance was
originally made to married men as an
inducement to accept civil service appoint-
ments in remote developmental areas. I
have no doubt that it achieved the desired
result, but why should such a privilege
be extended to one section of the com-
munity and not to another? If the
allowance were paid to wages employees
I think we could encourage many stable
and respected men who are on wages to
sign on for an additional period of service
in these remote areas,

It might be argued that these people
have no special qualifications. That may
be so, but they are indeed key personnel
who are making a real contribution to-
wards these developmental areas in the
same way as public servants. In many
instances they volunteer their services for
civil and sporting bullding projects. They
also participate in serviee clubs and cul-
tural groups and they accept election to
many important offices in the community
generally. This is done without any form
of recompense other than the satisfaction
of seeing & job well done.

Before leaving the subjeet I would like
to say that we should also provide the
machinery to encourage all Government
employees to take their leave annually. In
my opinion, 12 months in any remote
area in the north is long enough for any
employee without his having a break. The
climatic conditions are extremely trying,
and other pressures on the individual make
annual holidays very desirable.

By way of an answer to a question last
week, the Minister for the North-West
Informed me that since the inception of
the north-west tree scheme, about 200,000
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shade trees have been distributed through-
out the north-west and the Kimberleys,
and that, in addition to this, the scheme
has encouraged the establishment of
nurseries at almost every centre in the
north. This is one of the simplest and
finest enterprises to be undertaken in the
region and I commend the people who
have participated in it.

Within the next couple of months the
Minister for Health will be travelling to my
electorate to open a new hospital at
Wyndham. He opened the Numbala
Nunga Nursing Home at Derby some 12
months ago and, to the credit of his ad-
ministration, the Derby Leprosarium has
been almost completely rebuilt.

Generally, the standard of medical ser-
vices in the north has improved tre-
mendously, but we still have many problems
in the area and I intend to make a brief
reference to some of them. People from
isolated centres such as Halls Creek have
often complained to me of their position
after consulting the doctor on his weekly
fiying visits and their being admitted to
the Derby District Hospital. Transport to
the hospital is on the aircraft operated by
the Royal Flying Doctor Service, but on
discharge no arrangements are made for
the return journey of any patient, and not
only is he responsible for paying the air
fare of $25, but also for the cost of accom-
modation if the time of discharge does
not coincide with a scheduled air service.
Further, this expenditure cannot be re-
claimed from any hospital benefit fund,
nor is it acceptable as a taxation de-
duction.

A problem also exists at the smaller
centres in the north in regard to the ad-
ministration of treatment for out-patients.
As there Is no resident doctor, out-patient
treatment s prescribed by a nursing sister,
and although a fee 1s charged in the
usual manner, no hospital benefit fund
will relmburse any portion of the amount.
I understand this is the policy when a
qualified medical practitioner does not
attend the patient, despite the fact that,
in many instances, the nursing sister
would obtain specialised advice over the
Royal Flying Doctor Service radlo, In
simple fact the people are paying an
additional penalty for their isolation, and
I consider there Is an extremely sound
case for a close examination to be made
of the points I have raised.

I also suggest that we should have g
close look at any policy which implies that
the assimilation of natives should be total
and without regard to the exercise of
common sense and loglec. I refer, of
course, to the mixed confinement of
patients in rmultiple bed wards in those
instances when no parallel whatsoever ecan
b2 meade in the degree of sophistication
between two peoples. In my opinion this
policy Is causing embarrassment and dise
comfort to whites and Aboriginals alike.
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Before I am branded as a segregation-
ist, let me say that I am expressing a
view which has been expounded not only
by white patients, doctors, and hospital
administrators, but also by the Aboriginal
people themselves, No-one 1s suggesting
there should be any change in the situa-
tlon so far as acculturated people are con-
cerned nor is it contended that treatment
facilities should differ.

Let members try to imagine what sort
of an experience it must be for an Abori-
ginal person to be admitted to hospital
after having lived all his life in a tribalised
state, or even in & camp on a pastoral
property. His eating utensils might con-
sist of nothing more than a pocketknife
and a quart pot, whilst a canvas swag
sheet is probably the closest he has ever
been to white hospital sheets, and probably
he has never worn pyjamas. Food trays,
white peaint, disinfectant, and press-but-
ton toilets and a multitude of other things,
would probably be completely foreign to
him, and it is possible he would like to
have some place where he could spit his
tobacco.

In desling with a situation such as this,
we must surely keep in mind that we are
dealing with people whose contact with our
way of life is extremely limited. Their
habits and customs are within a pattern
of life which was established by their
ancestors, and it 1s unrealistic to expect
that we can motivate them into accepting
our standards if we do not try to under-
stand theirs.

We seem to have this great preoccupsa-
tion with assimilation and integration
without having any apparent feeling for
the people with whom we are dealing; and,
in many instances, we are forcing them
into a corner they do not like. Let us
slow down this policy and step up instead
some &id to these people, because with
proper guidance and training we can en-
courage the Aborigines to approach =assi-
milation with confidence Instead of having
it thrust down their throats at any cost.

On the question of education, it 1s diffi-
cult to know where to start, but it is my
firm belief we should stop trying to pat-
tern our education programme for the
north on those conditions which prevsail
in the south. If we want to give children
the education they deserve and inspire
confldence in their parents, the State will
have to produce a totally new concent
which recognises the north as a problem
area. We will have to design a scheme
which is aimed at overcoming the dis-
abilities of the region, and, whilst this is
obviously going to be expensive in terms of
capital outlay, the rewards for success
should be a sufficient inducement.

Let me relate a not uncommon situation
that is faced by a family residing In the
Kimbherlevs. As is the case everywhere else,
a child commences school in the year he
turns six. Progress for the first couple of
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years appears to be normal, but when
parents compare their child with one of
the same age who may have recently ar-
rived from the south, it js realised for the
firgt time that either they have a slow
learner or there is something radically
wrong with the education system.

By the time the child reaches fourth
or fifth grade his mother and father are
so worried that the decision is made to
divide the family and send the child to
Perth to continue bhis education, They are
then informed that the child will not
qualify for the living-away-from-home al-
lowance granted by the Government, be-
cause there are facilities available locally
to enable him to pursue his education. The
Transport Commission undertakes to carry
the student to and from school once each
year, but if it is desired to have the child
home for the May and August vacations,
the parents bear the cost themselves.

If they are fortunate enough, the chiid
can be boarded at a Government subsidised
hostel at a cost of about $500 a year, but
the next best alternative is to have him
placed in a private boarding school where
the fees can he in the order of from
$1,200 to $1,500 a yvear. By the ilme the
¢hild reaches high school it may be neces-
sary for another child to leave home, and
so the cost is doubled, still, in many in-
stances, without receiving any form of
financial ald from the Government.

To meet the cost Involved, the mother
often obtains employment, but of course
this places the family in a fairly high
income bracket and the tax man collects
his dues accordingly. The real evidence of
this Is when taxation returns are com-
pleted at the end of the financial year.
The district allowance that has been paid
to offset local economic disabilitles is tax-
able, as is the zone allowance which is
granted te people lving in remote or
isolated developmental areas.

The maximum sallowance for dependent
children is claimed but from this is de-
ducted the value of any scholarships or
bursaries ihe child may have won, and if
by chance one of the children is over 16
and is in receipt of the Hving-away-from-
home allowance, this amount must also be
deducted, and by this time the dependant
allowance is not worth a cracker.

Some insane reasoning tells the taxpayer
not to worry, because he foolishly imag-
ines that his clalm under education ex-
penses will get him out of trouble.

Unfertunately this is not to be, because
the maximum deduction is $300, and
considering it might have cost $1,500 or
more per year for each child the parent
comes out second best in a two horse race
with the tax man.

Perhaps this illustrates that the face
value of the allowances is not very signi-
ficant; and it should also indicate that
we will not solve this problem simply by
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making the allowances more atiractive,
unless the Commonwealth Government is
prepared to recognise the need for ade-
quate, tax-free education alowances. I
rvciglrd like f0 return to this point a little
ater.

I think {hat as a State our prime aim
should be to remove the need for people
to send their children away to receive
education. This will only be achieved by
a complete reorganisetion of the educa-~
tion sysiem in the north, and by the pro-
vision of good local high school facilities.
The answer does not le in bullding a re-
gional high school at, say, Port Hedland,
because this town is too far removed from
the Kimberley region. I could state quite
positively that, generally, this would not
be accepiable to the people further north;
and they would not entertain the idea of
sending their children to another tropical
town in preference to sending them to
Perth.

The poor standard of education which
motivates people into wanting to send
their children away to receive education
can be attributed to many factors, but at
the very top of the list would be our lack
of ahility to recognise the need for provid-
ing specialised training for Aboriginal
children.

Classroom integration is not objection-
able, because the difference lies only in
the pigmentation of a person’s skin; it is
only objectionable if there is an underlying
difference in the degree of sophistication
of two people which might have the effect
of retarding the development of children
accustomed to life in modern society, as
we understang it.

I feel that by making a very elementary
study of life in an Aboriginal society we
are able to understand some of the pro-
blems that can develop in a classroom. In
their findigenous state the Aboriginal
people lived a completely nomadic life
which was not dictated by time or concern
for the future. They harmonised with
nature, rather than put its forces to work
for them. Competition did not have any
significance whatsoever, because these
people sought to achieve things as a unified
group and not as individuals.

The Aboriginal people have never
hoarded, because it was traditional to share
things; and anything that was given was
accepted without thanks and as a perfectly
natural right. Their pattern of life had
been determined by their ancestors, and,
apart from a thorough education in the
skills of survival, the Aboriginal children
v;;gre not encouraged to question their
elders.

How different is this from life as we
pursue it? Time is the very essence of
our being. We strive to provide for the
future; we encourage competition: we have
learnt how to save; and our store of
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knowledge is improved by continual ques-
tioning. The point I make is that if there
is no positive evidence of these traits in
Aboriginal children, then classroom pro-
gression will be below the standard of what
we should normally expect from children
who have had roughly the same social
training and social background.

I believe that to adeguately prepare the
native children to take their place in the
classroom and in the community, gener-
ally, we must establish special pre-school
training centres and then carry this con-
cept through to remedial classes in schools
for the slower learmers and the more
tribalised children.

By no means should this be where
specialised planning finishes, because quite
apart from devising a means of bringing
ahout a change in attitude and thinking,
we have to mould our planning around
developing the best attributes of the
Aboriginal, and generally to prepare him
for the employment opportunities which
exist, and which can and should be created
in his sphere of environment.

Some of the mission schools whieh are
associated with pastoral properties have
worked on this principle with a reasonable
amount of success, but I believe we still
have a great deal to learn and our educa-
tors would probably do well to study the
general system and the teaching methods
which are employed in Aboriginal schools
in the Northern Tetritory.

Mr. Bickerton: How would you define an
Aboriginal child? What do you regard as
an Aboriginal—one with some colour, or
one who is a full-blood?

Mr. RIDGE: I do not think that either
of these classifications would be a sufficient,
definition of an Aboriginal child. I am
not suggesting that any of these plans
should be put into effect for 1}l Aboriginal
children. I am suggesting that where
there is a significant difference in the
mental capacity of two children a distinc-
tion should bhe drawn.

Mr. Bickerton: And apply the distine-
tion to determine whether they are black
or white.

Mr. RIDGE: This depends on the child’s
social background.

Mr. Jamieson: Immediately you advocate
that you are doing what you say should
not be done; that Is, force them into a
sophisticated form of society which they
do not understand.

Mr. RIDGE: What I am suggesting is
that we are going into this matter without
any reasoning, and without taking into
account the two degrees of sophistication.

Mr. Bickerton: I think you will fall into
difficulties as soon as you use a form of
intelligence to decide which type of school
a child should attend.
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Mr. RIDGE: Perhaps it is up to the
educators to decide this. Before leaving
the subject of edycation I would like to
make reference to what is known as the
Aboriginal Secondary Grants Scheme of
1970. This is a scheme under which the
Commonwealth Government recognises
that it may be necessary and desirable
to send a child away from home for educa-
tion. By virtue of the grants which are
available it acknowledges that this can be
a very expensive pronposition.

Under this plan financial assistance is
available to secondary school students who
are of Aboriginal descent and who remain
at school beyond the statutory leaving age.
The annual aid consists of $5¢ for text
books, $150 for uniforms, $240 as a living
at home allowance, $1.50 per week for
pocket money, and the payment of tuition,
examination and service fees. If the child
happens to be living away from home, the
Commonwealth will virtually pick up the
tab for all of the fees at a boarding school;
or alternatively pay a maximum of $16
per week for private board. On top of
this the Commonwealth Government sees
a need for the student to be at home as
often as possible and, accordingly, return
fares are pald three times each year.

For the fourth and fifth year students
the grants are slightly higher. From this
it will be noted that the value of direct
financial assistance to a first-year high
school pupil can be $1,100 or considerably
more depending on the school which the
child attends and on the town tn which he
resides. Unlike the practice in respect of
aid from the State, there does not appear
to be any restrictive measures applied to
the Commonwealth grants; and, in faet,
the method applied in paying some of the
?llowances could be described as rather
00se.

My immediate reaction i5 to say “Good
luck’ to those who qualify under the
scheme, but I cannot let this opportunity
pass without expressing my complete dis-
approval of the inequality of grants accor-
ded to two different sectors of Australian
youth.

As food for thought, may I conclude
by reading a short policy statement which
was attributed to a former Minister for
Territories (the then Mr. Paul Hasluck).
He said—

The Australian Government has
committed itself to a policy of as-
similation. In practical effect that
means that it will shape its work in
nutrition, health, hygiene, schooling,
housing, voeational training, employ-
ment, and the removal of legal restric-
tion so as to promote the advancement
of the people towards life in and with
the rest of the Australian community
and on exactly the same conditions
as those enjoyed by all other Aus-
tralians.
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MR. LAPHAM (Karrinyup) [5.56 pm.]1:
In this debate I want to deal with the
subjeet of traffic, generally, and with
aspects of traffic accidents. Nabody likes
aceidents. They involve all types of strain,
injury, and pain, and they interfere with
conventional living, Unfortunately, acci-
dents are with us, and they do create an
emotional impact not only on the injured
persons but also on those who are as-
soclated with them and on the areas in
which they are employed. Consequently
it is surprising to see how far the impact
of accidents does extend.

Whilst today traffic accidents are among
the too-frequent causes of death, their
frequency does not make them any more
acceptable. As a matter of fact the news-
papers today headline the accidents
as an illness in modern society.
Some newspapers have even said that
accidents have reached plague proportions.

All these things have happened despite
the fact that the modern motor vehicle
is a remarkable piece of engineering. If
we turn to the earlier days, and compare
the motor vehicles of those times with
the vehicles of today we will find that the
modern vehicles are remarkable pleces of
engineering provided they are used for the
intended purpose and in the way for which
they have been designed.

The ease of starting the modern motor
vehicles is remarkable, There 18 no dif-
ficulty at all to start up a car. All one has
to do {5 to walk out of the dcor, get into
the car, turn the key, and the vehicle
starts. Most owners of vehicles do that
nearly every morning, yvear in and year
out.

It Is true that some makers design
engines to perform at excessive speeds.
Some cars have been designed to travel at
130 or 140 miles per hour, and others
have been desighed {o travel at 200 m.p.h.
In my view these high speeds are unneces-
sary. I am not advocating that we should
encourage the makers to increase the speed
of the engines; all I am saying is that
people do not have to travel at these speeds.
It is no reflection on the engine that it is
able to be driven at a high speed; all that
this indicates is that the car is a marvel-
lous piece of machinery.

The brakes of a modern car are
effective, especiplly to one who has
had experience of driving vehicles with
two-wheel brakes only. I grew up at a
time when brakes in motor vehicles were
novelties. For many years, right up to
1928 or 1930, motor vehicles had two-wheel
brakes. As a matter of fact, the old
Austin T car had almost no brakes; it
was a hard car to stop.

Mr. Gayfer: Some cars travelling at
50 m.p.h. do not seem to have brakes!
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Mr. LAPHAM: That would depend on
the speed at which one is travelling when
one applies the brakes. I would say that
the modern car is provided with very effec-
tive brakes. Furthermore, the vehicles
have almost fingertip control. It is a
pleasure to drive them; and provided they
are driven at the speed and in the manner
for which they have been designed they
are safe. Also, the modern tyres are al-
most blow-out proof. I remember years
ago when motor car tyres blew out con-
stantly; however, that is not the case to-
day. If a person drives at a reasonable
speed-—and not at, say, 90 m.p.h.—the
tyres will not blow out. The {yres of today
are designed to resist abrasion.

The modern tyre has a fairly long life
and, above all, it has very good wet road
adhesion gqualities. So we have a motor
vehicle which is safe, and well shod, and
yet despite those remarkable factors the
accident rate involving motor vehicles is
almost frightening.

Mr. Willams: The vehicle is in good
order and well shoed as long as people keep
it that way.

Mr. LAPHAM: That is so; but lack of
maintenance is no fault of the vehicle
design,

Mr. Gayfer: You can blow a tractor tyre
at 34 miles per hour.

Mr. LAPHAM: I am not talking about
tractors; I am talking about the normal
motor vehicle being Involved in so many
accldents. The normal vehicle 1s well shod
and is a marvellous piece of machinery, so
I ask: Where is the fault? If the motor
vehicle 1s sound—and I say it Is except at
excessive speed—and the roads are safe—
and I say they are safe except for inter-
section problems—there should hbhe no
problems if the driver knows what he Is
doing. The intersection problems call for
some rethinking and perhaps the stopping
of the tendency to put loose metal on
newly constructed roads.

Mr. Gayfer; A lot depends on the nut
at the wheel,

Mr. LAPHAM: The real problem is the
human factor. We are human beings our-
selves, and we knhow quite a lot of other
human beings, and it will be found that
the individual thinks he is never wrong.

Mr. Willams: It is always the other fel-
low who iIs wrong.

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes, and courtesy 1s ex-
pected all the time.

Mr. Gayfer: Courtesy deoes not relgn on
the Queen’'s highway.

Mr. LAPHAM: The average driver
spends hours in criticlsm of everybody else,
but only minutes when making a self-
analysis. I am speaking of the average
human being; those I am looking at.

Mr. Willlams: Look to your left and to
your right.
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Mr., LAPHAM: As a matter of fact, the
average driver will ralse a million reasons
in self-justification of an opinion or an
action. Yet he can so easlly judge the
other person wrong, especially If he 1s in-
volved in an accident with that other per-
son.

Intolerance and impsatience are two bad
human factors. The average driver Is al-
ways prepared to give advice, but never
prepared to heed it. He is usually imbued
with the fallacy that 1t might happen to
the other person, but never to himself.
This is especially so with the younger
generation; they accept the motor vehicle,
with all its englneering and sclentific im-
provements, not as a8 means to safer and
saner driving but purely as a means to set
a new standard of high speed and greater
acceleration, faster cornering, and exces-
sive braking. They all go together.

This Is the human factor which expects
more and more, and takes everything for
granted at all times. There does not seem
to be any appreciation of anything, These
are all humean factors for which we have
to leglslate in an attempt to provide accl-
dent prevention, and added to those fac-
tors are the other vagaries: the experi-
ence of jubllation or depression, energy
or fatigue, tenseness or relaxation, atten-
tiveness or inattentiveness, and the periods
when we are wise or most unwise,

Mr. Gayfer: You have not yet touched
on the over-cauticus or unsure driver.

Mr, LAPHAM: It is true that we have
the inexperienced or, perhaps, over-
cautious driver. However, one does not
know the reason for a driver being over-
cautious. Perhaps he cannot see as well
as oneself, so if one is tolerant, and not
afflicted with the human factors I have
propounded, one will probably see that
there is reason for the over-cautious driver.

Mr. Gayfer: Over-cautious driving is not
usually a display of good driving.

Mr. LAPHAM: The situation is that we
must accept the human factor as being
most complex, yet it is the factor that we
have to legislate for. I think we all agree
it is not very good material with which
to work, but we have to do something with
it.

To my mind one thing stands out
crystal clear: the human being is not a
robot, or a automaton. For that reason,
to my way of thinking, the legislation we
provide to cover traffic matters should be
legislation for things to be done not auto-
matically and quickly, but neturally.

I think it is necessary when dealing
with a question of this nature—a question
of traffic—to try to apply ourselves to
legislation so that we introduce a natural
and simple sequence at all times. People
will then react autometically because it
is the natural thing for them to do.
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All legislation should aim at asking
people to do things naturally, This is
something which has not been attempted
for many years. In this regard X want to
deal with the question of the give-way-to-
the-right rule which has operated for years
and years. I can remember when this
regulation was introduced, and I maintain
that the regulation has been responsible
for most intersection accidents. It was
introduced many years ago to speed up
traffic at intersections, and that was the
one reason advanced.

Mr. Bertram: To confuse drivers,

Mr. LAPHAM: If it was introduced to
confuse drivers, then it has been most
successful.

Mr. Williams: In Europe they have to
give way to the left, just the same,

Mr. LAPHAM: That does not mean to
say they are right. As a matter of fact,
this legislation was introduced because it
was already applying in the Eastern
States, I will never concede that the wise
men come from the east. To my way of
thinking we can work out our own prob-
lems in Western Australin. We do not
have to follow the leader, the leader being
the Eastern Siates. I consider that the
principle of giving way to the right is
Wrong.

Mr. W. A. Manning: What rule should
we have in its place?

Mr. Bertram: At least only one rule,
instead of two.

Mr. LAPHAM: Years ago we used to see
a comic strip type of film. It was a film
taken of vehicular traffic, with the traffic
travelling at normal speed. However,
when the fllm was shown it was speeded
up and the result was that the traffie
appeared fto be almost colliding. The
trafflc was made to move very quickly in
all directions and the audience usually had
thelr hearts in their mouths.

The give-way-to-the-right rule seems to
follow the same principle because the rule
tmplies that a driver shall look only one
way. That was the original idea; look one
way and never mind the other direction.
Well, that would be all right if someone
did not make a mistake. The rule pre-
supposed that drivers were computers and
that nothing would go wrong. However,
occasionally someone makes p mistake and
there is a collision, and, on many ocecasions,
a death.

1 think the give-way-to-the-right rule
should be eliminated altogether, and I
think that I have some supporters amonest
the traffic authorities, because the Minis-~
ter for Traffic recently introduced the
priority road system. It is rather peculiar,
but in 1956 I spoke in this House on this
same matter of trafic and I suggested
that one of our problems was that we
were dealing with factors which were
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wrong. 1 was opposed to the glve-way-
to-the-right rule and I suggested that the
only solution was the major and minor
road system,

Mr. Cash: We used to have that system.

Mr. LAPHAM: That is right; so we are
back where we were before. Instead of
calling it & major road system we are now
calling it a priority road system. We have
been operating for years under the give-
way-to-the-right rule, but many years of
experience have proved the system wrong.
80 we now introduce a priority road
system.

Mr. Cash: Why was the major road
system changed?

Mr. LAPHAM: I do not know. For years
the problem was that traffic was under
the control of the police, the same as it
is today. However, in years gone by the
police knew very little about traffic matters
because they were a minor part of police
petivity. The police activity was mainly
in the apprehension of criminals, and
matters of that nature. The amount of
traffic was small and bolicemen gained
very little traffic experience. As a con-
sequence they applied the little knowledge
they had.

The speeches I made in 1956 on this
matter refer to the inexperience of the
experts. I think I referred to the swivel-
chair experts. However, today the police
control is different. The Police Depart-
ment has had years of experience and is
starting to apply the principles which
should have bheen applied many years ago.
I am more satisfied today because the
priority road system is replacing the give-
way-to-the-right rule on the priority roads.

Mr. Lewis: What rule should apply
where there is no priority road?

Mr. LAPHAM: I would put the onus
completely on the drivers not to collide.
Reasonable drivers in the metropolitan
area normally apply this rule themselves.
The majority of drivers take action to see
that they do not collide at intersections.
The normal procedure is to ease up a little
—especially if the intersection is danger-
ous—glance each way, and then move
across the Intersection.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LAPHAM: Before tea I advocated
the elimination of the give-way-to-the-
rieht rule, stating that it was a dangerous
practise because it was almost impossible
to put into operation. It glves people a
sense of safety that is not real, and it is
a trap for the unwary. I argued that it
helped to increase speeding at intersections
and actually was designed to do so. In
the first instance, it allowed for the per-
son to look one way only and, consequently,
when a misteke occurred it usually re-
sulted in an accident. The rule was such
that the assumption was that a human
was akin to a robot; that he should not
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make 8 mistake; and consequently, if he
did, there were serious conseguences re-
sulting in aceidents, and probably death.

I congratulated the Minister on the
adoption of the priority road system, main-
taining that was the answer to the prob-
lem. I still maintain that, because prior-
ity roads are a natural trend. Where
heavy traffic flows along a major high-
way it tends to assert ils own right of
way and any sudden stops, in order to
comply with an impractical law, such as
the give-way-to-the-right rule, are not
only dangercus, but also impede the traffic
flow. Therefore, in my view, the priority
road system is a good one provided trafiic
lights and “give-way” signs are installed.
The traffic lights allow for a certain
amount of traffic control and also the
entry of vehicles from side roads onto the
priority road. All in all, this system is
8 natural consequence and it is one which
all motorists can easily understand.

There is one aspect about which, per-
haps, I could criticise the department—
I refer to the retention of “Stop” slgns.
Candidly, I do not like them. I can see
the need for them at some points, but the
fact that once a motorist has stopped at
a "“Stop” sign he can proceed immediately
without giving way is a bad feature.

Mr. Craig: But there are no “Stop”
signs associated with priority roads.

Mr. LAPHAM: I agree with that, but
generally speaking I do not llike “Stop”
signs, although I admit that at times they
are necessary. In the regulation providing
for “Stop” signs I would incorporate a
provision making it mandatory for a
motorist to stop and give way. Once that
is done it will overcome many of the
problems with “Stop” signs.

One aspect I want to deal with this
eveninT is motorcar advertising in news-
papers and on television. With television
advertising, particularly, there seems to be
a tendency to glamorise the fact that a
motorcar can travel at high speeds.
In an endeavour to sell their cars,
motor manufscturers ususlly have adver-
tisements showing their vehicles travelling
at fantastic speeds, sliding around corners,
and even sliding on straight roads or
In open areas. Films are shown with
drivers virtually playing with the cars
and sliding the tails of the vehicles to and
fro. This gives youngsters, and particularly
teenagers, a wrong impression of what a
vehicle is meant to do.

A vehicle was first built as a means of
locomotion. Iet us go back to what
happened & few years ago when we had
only our legs to get around with. If a
person was fit and well he could get along
quite well at about four miles an hour.
Later, public transport was provided; we
were taken to the street corner and from
there we walked home. Then came the
modern motorcar and, as a consequence,
people have their own private transport.
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Mr, Court: You missed out the bicycle.

Mr. LAPHAM: There were a Ifew
intermediate stages, but I am moving
quickly because time is against me, With
the modern metorcar, people had their own
private transport system, and this is
something that I do not think we really
appreciate. Vehicles were designed to
give us an opportunity to travel from
point A to point B at a speed at least
10 times faster than we could have walked.
But what have we done with it? Every
time a new engine is developed, which
can propel a vehicle at a faster speed than
another engine, we want to use that
faster speed. We gre setiing a standard
which is far in excess of what was ever
intended.

In the first instance, a motor vehicle was
intended as a means of locomotion; but
today it is a different thing entirely. The
motor manufacturers and the oil companies
are prone {0 advertise in such a way as to
accentuate the speed of vehicles, and what
can be done with them—in other words,
they accentuate the speed and manoeuvre-
ability of a vehicle. Those aspects are
glamorised and, to my way of thinking,
it 15 bad for the young people in the
community.

As a matter of fact, only recently I
read of an saccident which occurred in
Victoria. Seven teenagers were Kkilled;
they were in a vehicle which had been
travelling at 90 miles an hour when it
crashed. To some degree I blame adver-
tising for accldents such as that., Perhaps
the way to overcome this problem would
be for the authorlties concerned to confer
with the car manufacturers and the oil
companies about their advertising and ask
them to adopt a different system of adver-
tising. I do not wani{ to stop these com-
panies from advertising; I do not think
that is necessary. However, if some better
type of advertising were used, such as
emphasising the value of a vehicle instead
of glamorising the speed at which it can
travel, I am sure it would produce good
results.

If advertisements could illustrate that
by driving a vehicle in a2 normal way it
could be driven for 80,000 miles without
repailr I am sure they would get resulis
and we would have a better type of
driver than we do with ithe present
method of advertising. The emphasis
should be on the manner of driving; the
safety aspects; and the need to look after
a vehicle so that it does not hurt the
pocket in having unnecessary repeirs
carried out.

Mr. Craig: 1 agree with you.

Mr. LAPHAM: I agree that youngsters
have a natural desire for speed. At one
time we were all young and I suppose we
all had some sort of a vehicle with which
we used to speed, Perhaps we were the
fortunate ones who Hved through a desire
for speed. However, when there is a
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combination of youth and inexperience
and over-exuberance, mized in with a little
alcohol, the mixture becomes explosive.

As a matter of fact, statistics prove this.
On page 15 of the 1969 report of the
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics, in that section relating to road
traffic accidents in Western Australin, is
set out the figures of the casualities for
the year 1969 showing the types and age
groups of road users involved. In the group
17 to 20 years there were 10 deaths and
488 people injured. In the 21 to 24
group, seven people were killed and 360
were Injured. The figures were much
higher than those for all the other groups,
which indieates that the majority of
deaths and Injuries on the road are in the
17T to 24 age egroup. However, strangely
enough there is one group—the 30 to 39
group—in which there were five deaths
and 336 people injured. ‘That was a sur-
prising number to me and perhaps it in-
dicates that some of the older people are
stil} trying to do what they used to do not
so long ago. Teo me, the fact that there
were 336 people Injured was most surpris-
ing and the number is far in excess of
what I thought 1t should be.

Mr. Cralg: But those figures would In-
clude pedestrians.

Mr. LAPHAM: There were flve deaths
and 336 people injured in that par-
ticular age group.

Mr. Craig: That is the pattern with the
17 to 24 age group. Really, they do not
tnclude pedestrians—or at least not many
pedestrians are involved—in that group; it
is with the older group that the number of
pedestrians involved becomes more pro-
nounced.

Mr. LAPHAM: The older people are still
being injured in motor vehicles, and at
the moment I am dealing only with motor
vehicle accidents. The figures I gave were
the total figures for motor vehicle drivers,
motor cyclists, pedal cyclists, pillion and
other passengers, pedestrians, and so on.
The grand total In the metropolitan area
was 5,214 Injured and 145 killed. This
means that 100 people a week were efther
killed or Injured. That is a terrific num-
ber and we must do something to stop
this carnage. There Is not any one par-
ticular aspect to which attention can be
given; the prohlem has to be attacked from
many different angles.

As the newspapers have sald, accidents
are almost in plague proportions today;
even the number of deaths is rising rapidiy.
One member who spoke on this subject last
week sald that In New South Wales the
gccldent rate 1s lower than It Is In West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Craig: No.

Mr. Gayfer: Turn it up!

Mr. Cash: That is not right.

Mr. Cralg: It 18 the other way around.

399

Mr. LAPHAM: I thought that was what
he sald. However, the traffic density in
New South Wales is such that it 15 almost
impossible to speed.

Mr. O'Neil: Not much!

Mr. LAPHAM: The cars are bumper to
bumper at all times; and if the speed Is
cut down the accldent rate must be re-
duced. One of the problems is speed on
the roads; speed causes accidenis. How-
ever, one of the problems the Minister has
Is that he has Insufficlent patrolmen. If
he could put a few more patrolmen on the
road I am sure he would cure a great deal
of the trouble. As a matter of fact, I drive
over the Freeway every day and I put the
needle at 50 miles an hour, as I am per-
mitted to do. But cars come up behind me,
almost pushing me along, and as I will
not go any faster they go around me and
pass me. One sees the same thing every-
where, not only on the Freeway. There is
too much speed on the roads. Also, to be
quite honest, I am not too happy with the
graduated speed limits on our roads. Al-
though to some extent they act as a gulde
to the average motorist in regard to what
a good vehicle tn good hands can do—

Mr. Craig: They are an average.

Mr. LAPHAM: Very well. While those
speed limits are a gulde to the average
motorist, they do not prevent those in the
high-risk group from having accidents. As
a matter of fact, the graduated speed Umits
were set under good conditions, by capable
people driving good vehicles—

Mr. Cralg: No.

Mr. LAPHAM: —and not bombs,

Mr. Cralg: No; they are set from a sur-
vey of vehicles actually using a particular
section of road over a particular period.
The speeds are averaged out.

Mr. LAPHAM: I travel to Mandurah
quite frequently.

Mr., Gayfer: But you are not used to
travelling on country roads.

Mr. LAPHAM: I drove on country roads
when the honourable member was a glint
in his father’s eye.

Mr. Gayfer: Well you have got out of
the habit.

Mr. LAPHAM: I travel on the road to
Mandurah in my own vehicle which, ad-
mittedly, is only 1,500 ¢.c., or 15 h.p.,, but I
cannot keep up with the speed limits that
are set for that road. I would be push-
ing the car to its lmit if I did.

Mr. Craig: But you do not have to do
that.

Mr. LAPHAM: With a Chevrolet I would
be able to do it.

Mr. Craig: They are the maximum
speeds.
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Mr. LAPHAM: Bui when the speed
limit is shown the tendency is for a motor-
ist to keep at that limit.

Mr. Craig: No.

Mr. LAPHAM: That is the position for
the majority of motorists. There is a
tendency for the majority of people to
try to keep to the speed limit,

Mr. Craig: It is the realistic speed at
which most motorists travel.

Mr. LAPHAM: I think it is at the maxi-
mum in most of those areas.

Mr. Bickerton: What about the old
fuddy-duddy who drives along at 10 or
15 miles per hour?

Mr. LAPHAM: Such a person might
have something wrong with the motor of
his car, or there might be other substan-
tial reasons why he does not travel faster.
As I said earlier, if we have some degree
of tolerance we will find an excuse for
those individuals; it is the lack of toler-
ance which causes one of the problems
associated with our road traffic toll.

The Minister says that the speed limits
are set having regard to an average vehicle
and, I suppose, what the Minister con-
siders an average driver, However, are the
speed llmits set under day conditions or
night conditions? I was driving the other
night in pouring rain, and I could not get
anywhere near the speed limit—I did not
attempt to. But I found that cars driven
by young people passed me. They
were up to the speed limit, and I was con-
cerned for their safety.

Mr. Cash: They would speed whether
or not there was a graded speed limit.

Mr. LAPHAM: Another thing is the
attitude of the courts in regard to speed-
ing fines. 1 was concerned recently to
read a newspaper article which stated that
a fine of §50 and a suspension of six
months was imposed upon a young person
who drove his vehicle past a police car
at 75 m.p.h. He switched off his head-
lights when he went by the police car
and increased his speed to 85. He then
crashed. I do not wish to ecriticise the
magistrate, but I find it most difficult to
understand how such penalties are ar-
rived at. Possibly there may be reasons
which are not expressed in the newspapers
and, as a consequence, I am probably not
aware of the details. If that is the case
I em hardly in a position to eriticise, but
at the same time I do find it difficult
to understand.

As far as the driver I have just men-
tioned is concerned, I think he would
have less chance of killing someone if he
fired a .303 rifle up Hay Sireet than by
driving at 75 m.p.h. with his headlights
switched off. I think the Minister should
have a look at this problem to see what
he can do. Perhaps some type of con-
ference might arrive at means to over-
come it. As I mentioned, possibly there
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are factors involved other than those I
have mentioned In this case, but I think
8 $50 fine is rather small. Back in 1928
when I was 20 years of age it was not
unusual to be fined £20.

Mr. Bickerton: How often were you
fined?

Mr. LAPHAM: A few times. In those
days it was not unusval to be fined $40,
yet we find that today, even with the
amount of traffic that is now on the road,
a person is fined only $50 for the offence
I described.

Mr. Cash: Was the driver hurt when
he crashed?

Mr. Bickerton: He must have been good
to drive without headlights.

Mr. LAPHAM: I read quite recently
about a new vehicle which is to be pro-
duced. It is a sports car powered by a
435 horsepower V8 engine, and it will be
capable of 145 m.p.h. Is there a need for
that speed? I cannot understand why
anyone would wish to travel at that speed.
Surely we should restrict the purchase of
such vehicles by placing a tax upon them.
This is one type of vehicle, at least, which
should be restricted.

I had occasion, recently, to speak to a
person who, during the last few years,
has joined the millionaire group. He has
& particularly nice little car. He told me
he travelled at 135 m.p.h. recently on the
way to Kalgoorlie.

The SPEAKER: The honourahle mem-
ber has flve more minutes.

Mr. Craig: He will be very quick at 135.

Mr. LAPHAM: 1 suggested to this per-
son that to travel at 135 m.ph, was abso-
lutely wrong and irresponsible. Candidly,
I feel we are irresponsible in allowing
vehicles capable of such speed on the road.

I read in a magazine recently where a
group of doctors in Melbourne combined
to issue a statement. They said they were
sickened by the sight of girls with muti-
lated faces and eyes, and young people
with permanent brain damage, paralysed
from the walst or neck—all stinking of
alcohol. I think it is absolutely necessary
for me to speak on the question of alcohol
and its danger regarding our traffic toll.

Mr. W. A. Manning: The alcohol should
be put in the petrol tank rather than
in the driver.

Mr. LAPHAM: A hospital recently found
that 38 persons out of 100 involved in
accidents had blood alcohol levels over
.05 per cent. and 29 had blood alcohol
levels over .08 per cent. The article stated
that as far as the hospital authorities -
knew, only two of those people were tested
for blaoed aleohol levels at the request of
the police. I can understand, of course,
that the police might not be aware the
vietims had been drinking. However there
were 38 cases, and 36 got off scot-free.
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Whilst 1t has been indicated that spot
aleohol tests will not be carried out on
drivers, I think we have reached the stage
wllilere they should be conducted periodic-
ally,

Mr. Craig: This is done now. If a
policeman has reasonable grounds for sus-
picion he can demand an Aleo test.

Mr. LAPHAM: Yes. Of course, Teason-
able grounds would be if a person drives
erratically; in those circumstances a test
is made. A newspaper recently went to
the trouble of conducting tests on its own
account using breathalysers. Reporters
attended three city hotels, a party at
Como, and a restaurant where food was
consumed.

Mr. Craig; That was the Alco tube.

Mr. LAPHAM: The newspaper conducted
21 tests, and 50 per cent. of the people
failed to pass. Does not this all indicate
that a number of drivers on the road
today are dangerous as & consequence of
alcohol? Wheat are we golng to do about
it? We know of these things, and we know
they are dangerous, so surely it is neces-
sary for us to protect the ordinary in-
dividual who is out on the road.

The ordinary person who is carrylng out
this normal function and obeying the law
should be protected. But a person who
has consumed alcohol and is irresponsible
as g consequence can easlly cause the death
of the law abiding citizen. T think we owe
it to the law ablding person to do some-
thing about his protection.

Mr. Bickerton: Have you any figures to

show the number of accidents caused by
alcohol?

Mr. LAPHAM: No, I have no figures to
indicate that. As I mentioned earlier, out
of 100 accident cases admitted to a hosp-
ital, at least 40 per cent. were affected
by alcohol to some degree.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber’s time has expired.

MR, MITCHELL (Stirling) {7.55 p.m.]:
I wish to add a few comments to the
Address-in-Reply to His Excellency the
Governor’s Speech, but I probably will not
keep the House very long. Firstly T would
like to join with the comments made by
His Excellency when he mentioned the
regret we in Western Australia felt at the
pessing of The Hon. Arthur Watts. All
of us know that Arthur Watts represented
me—as one of his constituents—in Parila-
ment for the whole of the 27 years he was
2 member. During that time I naturally
had much to do with him and I learned to
appreciate the great qualities he brought
to his political duties. I also appreciate
the great contribution he made to political
history in Western Australia.

I would like to congratulate the member
for Albany on winning the seat, and I say
how much I regret that it was necessary
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for him to be elected owing to the passing
from the political scene of the late Jack
Hall. As members know, my electorate
surrounds that of Albany, and during the
time we were together in this House Mr.
Hall and I worked very closely to promote
the welfare of our respective electorates.
The electorates of Stirling and Albany are
closely woven together, and Albany cannot
possibly succeed unless the Stirling elec-
torate is successful; so it was necessary
for us to work together. I appreciate the
tremendous amount of work done by Mr.
Hall in Albany and the surrounding area.

I do not agree with some of the com-
ments which were made during the recent
by-election when some people said Albany
had been forgotten, because I feel they cast
a slur on the work carried out by the laie
member.

Mr, Jamieson: You made that statement
at an R.S.L. meeting.

Mr. MITCHELL: Mr. Hall had a most
friendly and persistent approach, and he
made & great contribution. We have only
to look hack on the progress that has been
made in Albany—such as the harbour, the
hospital, the Foreshore Road, and other
things—to realise that. Some people might
ask why work on the Foreshore Road was
not commenced sooner, as was promised.
However, here again Mr. Hall and I worked
together on that problem. We had meet-
ings with the harbour board, and we
agreed that the first priority in the area
was the provision of a third berth. When
that was finished, we decided to press for
the completion of the Foreshore Road.

I am happy to say that this will be an
accomplished fact shortly because finance
has been made available for it. I believe
that the people of the area deserve a
hetter approach to the harbour than that
provided by the present road. I believe
the facilities which have been provided
by the Government have brought confi-
dence to the area. We have had great
expansion of the super works and the wool
stores; in the handling of grain; and in
respect of a host of other things. These
have been sparked off by the confidence
shown by the Government in the resglon.

Facilities for fishing have been further
expanded, which will mean that the indus-
try will continue to grow and make an
even greater contribution to the southern
areas of the State.

Tonight most of my comments will be
directed to the problems being experlenced
in the farming industry of Western Aus-
tralia. I will talk of the plight in which
the farmers find themselves and I will
try to make some suggestions as to how
these problems might be solved,

I would first like to point out, as I have
done on many other occasions to other
people, that the Government has been
criticlsed for quite some time for paying
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too much attention to the development of
the north and to the industries which exist
in the north.

I would, however, ask members and the
people of the State what the position in
Woestern Australia would have been today,
particularly as it affects the economic
situation of the working people and the
traders of the State, had the Government
not done its best to decentralise, or had
it not tried to diversify, the industries of
the State?

The State would have been in a very
parlous situation indeed had we been de-
pendent today on wool as we were in the
past, particularly now that wool is prob-
ably at the lowest price it has ever been
in the history of the State. 'This would
also have been the case had we been de-
pendent on our wheat of which we have
quite large quantities, but which we can-
not sell on the overseas market.

The farmers and the workers of this
State have a great deal in common. It is
unfortunate, however, that they do not
observe the same rules. When prices are
good the farmers naturally produce more
and more to take advantage of the goad
prices and accordingly they price them-
selves out of the market. This is what
the farmers contribute to the economy of
the State.

Unfortunately, however, when labour is
scarce wages naturally rise, and I often
wonder whether the workers of the State
put the same amount of effort into pro-
duction that is put in by the farmers when
their return is at its highest level.

Mr. Bickerton: They do not finish up
with the same asset.

Mr. MITCHELL: I have my doubts onh
that, because the higher wages go the less
production we seem to get for the amount
that 1s paid.

His Excellency the Governor did men-
tion that the loss to the State in farmers’
income in the last year was likely to be
in the vicinity of $80,000,000. It is per-
haps unfortunate that we as members of
this House do not get as much publiecity
as we think we should. I believe that if
the Press took some notice of what 1s said
in this House from time to time and if it
sounded & note of warning at the time, a
great deal of benefit might accrue to the
people of the State,

I do not intend to quote from the exact
volume of Hensard, but I feel sure that if
any member wishes to go back over a
period of three years he will notice that
in each of my comments on the Address-
in-Reply I have given constant warnings
of the situation that was developing and
the excessive debts which were belng
created by farmers over the years.

These things have now come to pass
and we must think of some way to over-
come the situation. A couple of years ago
I drew the attention of the House to the
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fact that every sheep that was put on
pasture in Western Australa was being
bought with borrowed money. This was
all right when the price of sheep was in
the vicinity of $7 to $10. The amount
of debt has risen o the figure of $5 for
every extra sheep that has been put onto
pasture.

Let us consider the position that has
obtained over the past 12 months or so
when sheep have been sold for possibly
$1—or perhaps a little more if one was
lucky—and an average of $5 was owed on
those sheep to the financial institutions
of Western Australia.

Two years ago I took particular notice
of the fact and I warned both this House
and the farmers of the State that we could
not continue to expect the good seasons
we had been experiencing. Anyone who
has lived as long as I have, who has
farmed as long as I have, and who has per-
haps seen Auctuations in perlods extend-
ing over seven to 10 years, would not
expect a continuance of the bountiful
seasons we were having at the time. Even
though people believed that the situation
would continue to be good and even though
the warning I gave did not have much
effect, it certainly is significant that what
I predicted has come to pass.

This being so, the Government must
now try to do something to correct the
situation. One of the greatest problems
we have today is that concerned with meat
marketing, particularly as it relates to
overseas marketing. We have an author-
ity in Australia which could make a
really great contribution to the problem
of meat marketing. I refer, of course, to
the Australlan Meat Board. I would say
without fear of contradiction that if it
has any teeth the Australlan Meat Board
has never used them; that if it has any
suthority it certainly does not seem to
appreciate the problems connected with
the meat industry.

We need only look at the situation that
was allowed to develop when it was first
agreed that the British Government would
give a guaranteed price for export lamb.
Most of us as producers—and I was a
producer at that time-—naturally thought
that guarantee would be of some benefit
to the farmers; but, of vourse, it was noth-
ing like that at all,

The Meat Board sald that the exporters
of lambs would get a guaranteed price and
if they liked to give it to the farmers that
was thelr business. In every glut period
since that price has been in existence,
lambs have been bought for 3¢ to 5¢ per
pound less than the export price, and that
amount of money has gone into the
pockets of the exporters.

I think that one bad feature of the Meat
Board is that it has never exerted any
authority to ensure that we, the producers,
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received a just reward for what we pro-
duced. At the moment there is a strong
and vigorous campaign being mounted in
the southern areas of the State, the pur-
pose of which 1s to suggest to the Govern-
ment that it set up a service abattoir,

With the number of abattoirs in exis-
tence, the Government is hardly likely to
do just that. I would make the comment,
however, that at one time we did have
a service abattoir at Albany. Unfortun-
ately the Government of the day, on the
recommendation of some Government-
appointed committee, disposed of this
abattolr.

Members might have noticed that I have
asked questions in this House at various
times as to whether a restriction was placed
on the purchase of abattoirs which might
perhaps give a service to the farmers of
the district, apart from the purchase of
stock at whatever price the abattoirs felt
disposed to pay. Of course no service at
all was given,

In my view those abattoirs are doing a
distinet disservice to the great southern
areas of Western Australia. In the glut
period of the year they had an oppor-
tunity at all times to buy lambs for export
overseas at 2¢ to 3¢ per pound less than
the overseas price.

When the principals of the abattolrs
visited the farm to buy stock they insisted
that the stock would bring a certain price
but that it would cost 50¢c to transport
the stock to Midland. They would then
add that they would pay the price the
stock was worth less the 50¢ 1t would
cost to pget the stock to Midland. The
people in Western Australia who were
trading them and sending them overseas
were sending them to the same markets,
The abattoirs, however. were always inter-
ested in getting the benefit of the rail
freight, from Albany to Perth. It did not
matter whether we had meatworks in
Albany; except, perhaps, that this action
might ease some of the glut in the metro-
politan area.

I would now like to touch on the ques-
tion of the export and killing of sheep.
In the early part of the winter of 1969
mutton was bringing from 8c to 9¢ per
pound. It was being exported overseas.
By the summer, however, the price had
dropped to 2¢c to 3¢ & pound. ‘There
might be some excuse for this in the
metropolitan area because of the problem
of paddocking large numbers of sheep and
because of the consequent loss in con-
dition.

In the southern areas, however, a dif-
ferent problem existed. The greater num-
ber of sheep were purchased on the farm
and were kept on the farm for two to
three weeks before being taken over by
the abattoirs. These sheep were pad-
docked at the owner's expense. The
numbers delivered were pald for and there
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was no loss in condition, no loss in num-
bers, and no loss in the paddocking of
the sheep at the expense of the abattoirs.

I thought that the overseas price of
meat must have dropped, because in the
winter it cost 8c to S¢c & pound while in
the summer it was down to 2c to 3¢. I
made inquiries from the Australian Meat
Board, and its representative informed me
that the price overseas was perhaps a
shade higher, but certainly no lower in
the summer than it was in the winter.

It would be interesting to know who was
getting the benefit of the additional 5c
to 6c. Last year a very careful investiga-
tion was made and it was reported that
sheep were bought in Western Australia,
railed all the way to South Australia.
where they were killed for export, and
finally exported from Adelaide. This shows
that the situation I have outlined did exist.

I have also bheen told by the same
authority that one of the difficulties we
face as a marketing country—as this re-
lates to meat—is that overseas buyers are
pressing for & reduction in the price of
meat because of the low price the proces-
sors are paying for It in Western Australia.
It is not because they do not want it or
because there is no demand for it, but
simply because they know—and of course
they have ways of finding out—that in
Western Australia the processors are pay-
ing only this very low price.

In my view the Albany works have done
& great disservice to the area. They have
ruined what seemed to be one of the best
fat lamb industries in Western Australia
or, in fact, Australin, because that area
has a long growing season. Because of
the refusal of the works to buy lambs
for export, they have defeated any idea
of decentralisation. On every occasion
they have purchased the stock at a low
rate and they have not given the producers
a fair deal in regard to prices, especlally
in view of the fact that they have insisted
on most oecasions that their stock be kept
on the farm until they are ready to handle
it.

I would like to congratulate the Govern-
ment on its decision to hold a referendum
concerning lamb marketing in Western
Australia. The suggestion is that a lamb
marketing authority be established, and
this authority I understand would have
the power to export.

Mr. Jamieson: Not some more socialism,
surely!

Mr. MITCHELL: The authority will have
the right to distribute the meat at the
time the price is reasonable and will give
the producers & fair average return for
their lambs. It is therefore amazing to
learn that the State member of the Meat
Board is reported in the Press as beilng
opposed to the establishment of a market-
ing authority in Western Australta, The
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most amazing suggestion he made was that
such an authority would do away with the
rights of the individual farmers. No-one
could tell me that 8 more ridiculous state-
ment then that could be made, because
the rights of the individual farmers in
Western Ausiralia and throughout Aus-
tralis, have been 50 eroded by the bad
markets and the low prices obtained that
very few of the farmers have any indi-
viduality left. They have had to make
arrangements with their bankers, and,
while they may have free marketing, they
do not have the free use of anything else.

I can remember back to the end of the
war, during which I had been Chairman
of the Rural Agriculturasl Committee. I
sald then I belleved that many of the
controls Imposed during the wartime
should be carried through into peacetime
because if one section did not control the
farms, another would; and how true that
has been.

Another subject with which I wish to
deal is the statutory wool marketing auth-
ority. I am amazZed and disappointed to
see the situation which has arisen. All
the growers’ organisations in Australia at
last agreed on the establishment of a
statutory marketing authority. Last year
I said that I felt the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, in the interests of the people of
Western Australia, and Australia as a
whole, should introduce a statutory
marketing authority, irrespective of the
one or two dissentients. However, un-
fortunately I suppose for political reasons,
such an authority was not established.

One of the most amazing aspects is
that the associated banks have even op-
posed the establishment of a statutory
marketing authority. It would appear
that the associated banks do not want a
stable farming industry so that they might
be able {0 lend a little more money.

The situation js that members of the
board of the wool authorities in this
country were all in favour of the establish-
ment of a statutory marketing authority.
They went overseas and conferred with
one or two sections of the community there
and then changed their minds completely.
This is hard to understand and I believe
the Commonwealth Government should
get on with the job and establish the
authority to handle all the wool produced
in Australia.

Serious problems are being faced in the
industry and the bad drought last year
and the drought which has affected cer-
tain sectlons this year are not improving
the situation. I believe that our agricul-
tural experts must accept some of the
blame in this matter, Thelr theory has
been that the only way to make farming
pay is to pile on more sheep, clear some
more land, and get big or get out.

(ASBEMELY.]

Of all the fallacies I have heard of
in farming, this is one of the greatest.
A place still exists in the farming com-
munity for the medium-sized farmer, the
farmer who stocks at a reasonable level,
and the farmer who practises some farm-
ing husbandry instead of mining the land,
as it were, and then having it disappear
before his eyes because of his bad hus-
bandry. That is certainly the case in
some instances. Some experts have told
farmers that the only way they ean make
money Is to run flve sheep to the acre,
when the country concerned is well known
by the average person as being not likely
to carry more than two sheep fo the acre
throuch a bad season. Such experts have
some responsibility in the situation which
exists in many areas today.

Another interesting aspect concerns
probate, about which we have heard so
much lately. Everyone is hoping that
something will be done to give some re-
lief to primary producers. Here again, I
would just like to draw attention to one
rather Interesting aspect. A medium-
sized farmer, especially in the wetter
areas of the State, would have a property
worth somewhere in the vicinity of, say,
8$100,000. He would owe perhaps $20,000
on the property and that would give him
an estate in the viclnity of $70,000 to
$80,000. If he worked his property well
2& could make an excellent living from
1.

Assuming there were three such pro-
perties and the breadwinners were to die,
the amount of probate on each property
would be in the vicinity of $10,000 to
$12,000. However, assuming that the
three properties were combined into one
under this “get big or get out” policy,
the overall valpe would then be in the
vicinity of $200,000. If that breadwinner
happened to die, the Government would
get a third of the property in probate
duty under the present system of taxa-
tion. I think this information should
provide a warning that it is not all as
easy as It sounds under the “get big or
get out” system.

Can anyone make a suggestion concern-
ing the reconstruction of the financial
position of the farming industry? 1 be-
lieve the situation has developed to the
stage where it is too big for any one bank,
and certainly too big for the State Gov-
ernment, to manage. It is my view that
the Commonwesalth Government should
encourage the banking institutions of
Australia to establish an overall author-
ity. Each bank should have an interest
in such an authority in accordance with
the level of overdrafts it is providing for
farmers.

Considerable sums of money are held
in the reserves of the Reserves Bank, and
1 believe that some of these funds could be
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diverted to an overall banking authority
which could give longer term loans at a
jow rate of interest.

Many farmers are talking of walking
off their properties and some might be
forced to do this. This could have been
the case during the depression days, I
suppose, if the farmers had had anything
else to do. However, because they did not
have anything else to do they stayed on
their properties and some of them have
made fortunes since. I believe it 1is
certain that farmers will make fortunes
in the vears to come, 50 there is no sense
in the Government or anyone else allowing
a situation to develop under which these
farmers will be forced to walk off their
properties. Finance must he found from
somewhere and I believe it could be found
by the establishment of an overall banking
company to provide longer term loans at a
low rate of interest.

Some assistance could be made avail-
able 1 belicve if consideration were given
to the fact that many farmers when they
borrowed for development did so without
any prospect of financial return in the
first few years. It is sald, of course, that
capital improvements are & taxation de-
duction, but people who borrowed from
the bank did not gain any benefit from
that taxation deduction, because in the
early days of the development of their pro-
perties they were receiving no income.
There should be some scheme devised
under which the repayment of capital
borrowed for the development of a pro-
perty or farm could be considered as a
taxation deduction the same as is in-
terest.

It is easy to understand that If farmers
are given longer term loans, the interest
becomes a greater proportion of their re-
payments, and interest is a taxation de-
duction, whereas at present there is no
deduction for the repayment of capital

It could be said, of course, that this is
a ridiculous suggestion; but instrumen-
talities connected with the Commonwealth
would be getting the repayment of this
money whether they got it by way of
taxation or Iin capital repayment. I
believe it would make & great difference to
the financial structure of primary pro-
ducers in Australia if such a system were
adopted.

People must have some money on which
to live, and I am hoping that some
arrangement will be worked out between
the State and Commonwealth Govern-
ments under which the farmers who are
in difficulties could be given some assis-
tance until times improve.

I do not wish to deal with other matters
to which I could refer; namely, education,
transport, and water supplies, which are
all very important. These have all been
fairly generally covered by other members.
However, I do want to conclude by
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referring to one little matter eoncerning
the comments made last night by the
member for Albany.

I was very impressed with the way the
member for Albany spoke, and I feel sure
that he will have a long and useful career
in Parliament. However, I do want to
say that meany of the matters on which
he spoke were matters connected with my
electorate. Perhaps it is unfortunate that
the BStirling electorate dips so far into
the Alhany townsite, and I know that
many people in Spencer Park say, “We
should not be in the Stirling electorate:
we get no representation.” This is said
despite the fact that I am frequently in
Spencer Park, and during the last few
months I have had an office in Albany
every Saturday morning and have made
myself available to the electors. I suggest
they are very fortunate people, because
they have two members of Parliament--
myself, as the elected representative, and
the member for Albany.

As I say, the member for Albany had
quite & deal to say about the Spencer Park
School and housing in that locality. I
have no objection to his mentioning
these subjects. It is a difficult situation
when some parts of the council are in
my area and the main part is in his. I
hope we shall continue to work together,
in the same way as his predecessor and
I worked together, for the development
of the town and district of Albany.

He made one comment in his speech
which was also said quite a few times in
different places during the Albany by-
election. I refer to the comment that the
Government was suddenly able to find a
great deal of money to do many things
in Albany. In actual fact, it was
announced about the time of the by-elec-
tion that big improvements would be made
to the Albany Regional Hospital. It has
heen said that this was a vote catcher;
something to delude the people. I believe
that comment is a slur on those employed
in the Medical Department who for a long
time have been considering plans for the
development of the Albany Regional Hos-
pital.

The hospital is situated in a part of
Albany which is in my electorate. I spend
a great deal of time there and take parti-
cular notice of what is going on. I made
some inquiries about when the plan was de-
veloped to establish new departments with-
in & new wing to the Albany Regional Hos-
pital. I had asked some quesiions even as
far back as July, 1968, and I was told
that plans were in existence and that the
hospital was to be improved, It is inter-
esting to remark that on the 7th February,
1966, a proposal was put forward for the
provision of a physiotherapy department
at the Albany Regional Hospital. By
April, 1966, the block plang were received.

Mr. Williams: That is a long time be-
fore the by-election.
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Mr. MITCHELL: By August, 1966, pri-
vate architects—Hobbs, Winning &
Leighton—were commissioned to draw the
plans. In November, 1966, a schedule of
requirements was passed to the architects
for two 30-bed gerlatric units. In Decem-
ber, 1966, a preliminary sketch was re-
ceived and examined by departmental
officers. In February, 1966, it was de-
cided at a planning meeting to reduce the
size to a 30-bed unit because of the cost
mvol_ved. In March, 1967, the amended
requirements were passed to the architects.
In May, 1967, sketches were produced by
the architects and discussed at a planning
meeting.

At that point there was some delay, be-
cause Dr, Lefroy, who has done g trem-
endous amount of work on geriatric care
in hospitals, had some different thoughts
on the matter,

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. MITCHELJ,: The result was that
many conferences and discussions took
place. It was not until the 25th October,
1969, that tenders were called. In Decem-
ber, 1969, tenders were declined because the
price was considered too high. In that
same month a request was made for a
revised scheme, On the Tth April, 1970,
tenders were again called and they closed
on the 28th April. On the 12th May addi-
tional tenders were called for another 16-
bed unit. On the 26th May, 1970, a con-
tract was let for a 32-bed unit iIn the
geriatric wing at a cost of $263,000-odd.

In July, 1970, a price of $94,000-odd
was received for an additional 16-bed
unit. On the 31st July, 1970, the figure
of $94,000-odd was accepted and, on the
4th August, the contract was extended by
the Public Works Department.

Members may say, “These were only
sueegestions.” However, it is interesting
that an extract from the approved 1969-
70 loan programme shows the following:—

Treasury Place Work
Approval
404 Albeny Geriatric Unit
405 Albany New Birth Suite

I have drawn the attention of the House
to these facts, hecause so much has been
made of empty promises and promises given
merely to win an election. Many people
belleve this is a reflection on the Minister
and the members of the Government.
However, it 1s the duty of departmental
officers to plan and develop the various
units, and to give advice to their Minister
in connection with them. I have always
found the Health Department, like every
other Government department in the State,
to be stafied by professional men of the
highest integrity and the greatest ability.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I would like to pay tribute to them for the
great work they do for the State. Very
often they do not receive thanks from the
people, who do not understand the exact
position.

It 15 well known, of course, that I will
nof return to this place next year. How-
ever, I hope to have a further opportunity
during the latter part of the session to say
a few words on my office as a member of
Parliament,

I conclude by congratulating the Gov-
ernment on the tremendous amount of
work which has been done for the devel-
opment of Western Australia. In parti-
cular the great development i{n the north-
ern area of the State is to be commended,
with special reference to the employ-
ment opportunities 1t has provided for the
work force in that area. This has taken
up some of the slack that we see because
of the unfortunate situation in which the
farming community is placed due to the
low price system over which none of us
has any control and the unfortunate
seasons we have experienced.

As I said before, I believe that good
times will come again and that the farmers
will eontinue to make the contribution to
the State which they have made in the
past.

MR, MOIR (Boulder-Dundas)} [8.40
p.m.l: The Address-in-Reply is an occa-
sion when we have the opportunity to
speak on matters of general concern to
the people In our electorates and to deal
with other matters which affect people
in the rest of the State.

Like the member who has just resumed
his seat, this will be the last occasion on
which I shall have the opportunity to
speak on the Address-in-Reply, as I, too,
shall be retiring early next year.

Firstly, I congratulate the member for
Albany on winning election to Parliament
and also on the speech which he made

Estimated Allgcation, Carryover
Total Cost 1969-70 $
$ 8
294,000 147,000 147,000
140,000 45,421 94,579

last night on the Address-in-Reply. X
am sure we all agree that he will be quite
vocal for the people in his electorate and
will put forward the required points of
view. In this way he will, through the
Parliament, try to assist the people in his
electorate.

I also wish to congratulate the officers
of Parliament on their elevation to higher
positions. I am quite sure they will serve
those positions just as well and ably as
they served the previous positions which
they held.
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I come from an e¢lectorate where the
people are concerned with, and make their
living from, mining projects. Naturally
I must speak a great deal on mining and
the troubles affecting the mining industry
and the people in that industry. This 1
have done, year after year, since 1 have
been a member of Parliament.

I believe the Government has fallen
down on the task of handling the exten-
sive mineral claims which are being made
at the moment and which have been made
for quite some time. We know that the
Minister for Mines had to put a ban on
pegeing earlier this year because of the
congestion in the Mines Department. For
quite a long period no-one was allowed
to peg at all. Subsequently the ban was
lifted and pegging went on. In some re-
spects I think we are in a hetter position
now than we were before the ban was
Jdmposed.

However, there is one bad feature
which I urge the Government to do all
in its power to clear up; I refer to the
time which elapses before ministerial ap-
proval is given to a claim. A very long
time indeed elapses between an application
for a claim, a subsequent appearance be-
fore & warden, a warden’s recommenda-
tion for approval, and the Minister's ap-
proval being given. In the great major-
ity of cases the only thing which is re-
quired is the Minister’s signature on a
legal document.

For the benefit of members I will ex-
plain that a mineral claim, lease, or tene-
ment of any description, does not belong
to the person until the Minister has given
his approval. This is the position, even
thousgh the warden has agreed to approve
an applicant’s claim to the area. Con-
sequently a person who has gone through
all the formalities of pegging a claim _is
not in a position to do any work on
the claim unti! the Minister gives his
approval. Everything is held up pending
this. Further, the Government receives
no lease rents until approval is given.
Consequently the present Government
must be losing & tremendous amount of
money because of the large number of
leases awaiting approval.

‘The local authorities cannot levy rates
on those areas, and I would say that
thousands of acres are involved right
throughout the length and breadth of
Western Australia. Mineral pegging has
extended to the south-west and right up to
the far corners of the north and north-
west, as several members of this Chamber
saw dquite recently. The person who has
lodged his claim and had it approved by
the warden cannot enter into negotiations
for the examination, working, or sale of
the claim.

I had a question on the notice paper
today in which I sought information from
the Minister for Mines as to the numbers
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of claims involved in the different cate-
gories that I set out. The Minister asked
for the answer to be postponed. I suppose
the Minster, or his officers, will have to
gather many details, but it appears to me
that many thousands of claims must be
held up. I have been told of claims that
have been held up for as long as three
years, awaiting the Minister’s signature.

When the developments in the north-
west were proposed we did not hear of any
complaints about leases not being granted
in those areas. Those leases were granted
very expeditiously and people were able
to get on with the job of developing the
mines. It is quite a different story with
minerals in the rest of the State.

People have told me of the losses that
they can sustain because of these delays.
A few day ago I was approached by a
cauple of men who had pegged two claims
which had been approved by the warden
and forwarded to the Minister for his
approval some months ago. They had
been approached by a company that is
interested in their claims and it offered
a very large sum of money for an option
over the clalms, with a 12-months’ work-
ing option or examinaiion option, If at the
end of that time the company wished to
proceed with the claims, the two men
would receive & very substantial sum of
money. It is very irksome for peaple who
have promising claims on which nothing
can be done because they are awaiting
the signature of a Minister of the Gov-
ernment.

The mining boom has no doubt imposed
a tremendous amount, of work on the Gov-
ernment, but I say that this Government
has not been sufficiently alert to the
situation. We know that the Minister for
Mines has other very important portfolios
to look after. He is also the Minister for
Justice, and he probably has a large num-
ber of documents to attend to, which takes
up & lot of his time. But in this ynprece-
dented era that we are experiencing in
this State as far as minerals are concerned,
1 consider that the Minister for Mines
should be relieved of all his other responsi-
bilities so that he can devote all his time
to administering the Mines Department.

I have no doubt that the officers of the
Mines Depariment are doing their utmost
to clear up this situation. I know from
personal experience that years ago the
Mines Department was regarded as one
of the most efficient Government depart-
ments. I have no reason to helieve that it
is not the same {oday as it was in the days
when I occupied the position of Minister
for Mines.

I point out that a large sum of money
is being lest by the Government through
not collecting lease rentals, A large sum
of money is being lost by local authorities
throughout Western Australia through
their inability to collect rates on the leases,
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because leases are not ratable until the
final sanction of the Minister has been
given. The people concerned are not able
to work on these areas. Consequently, the
mineral production of this State is being
held up. I am quite sure the Minister
for Industrial Development is not very
happy about this situation., We know of
his enthusiasm as far as mineral preduc-
tion in the north-west is concerned, but
it appears that the greatest enthusiasm
is shown for the north-west and that
minerals in other parts of the State do
not receive much consideration at all.

Mr. Gayfer: They do not receive much
consideration if they are on reserves, for
instance.

Mr. MOIR: I am talking about the
thousands of acres that are on Crown
land, where no reserves are involved. If
the honourable member wants me to get
involved in reserves I can do that on
the departmental estimates. I can tell him
quite a good deal about that.

I urge the Government to give earnest
consideration to this matter. We cannot
continue to make people wait an unreason-
able time to get onto the leases they have
taken out and do some work, I do not
think anyone here or outside could have
envisaged the development that has taken
place in regard to minerals in this State.
What has taken place in the area that
was previously known as the goldfields is
unbelievable., There is no doubt that some
very big mines will be discovered there.
Large towns will spring up and many men
will be employed.

In my opinion, the mineral discoveries
in the goldfields area are far more impor-
tant than all the iron ore discoveries,
although the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment and the North-West might take
issue with me on that point. While it is
very bleasing to see what is happening
in the north-west, I think that one good
goldmine would employ more men than
some 0f those vast projeets up there, be-
cause large machinery is used in the pro-
duction of iron ore and the ore is blasted
out of the hills,

In the gold and nickel mining industries
the mineral is obtained from underground
and is produced by entirely different pro-
cesses which involve the employment of
a large number of people, although there
is quite a lot of mechanisation in the
industry. That type of industry puts more
money into circulation in this State than
a lot of the vast enterprises that are
operating in the north.

Mention has been made of the neces-
sity for a nickel smelter at some time
in the future. Great hopes are held that
that smelter will be built at or near Kal-
goorlie rather than in the metropolitan
area, which is already congested and
where industry is springing up all over
the place. It is natural that the people

[ASSEMBLY.]

would like an industry such as nickel
smelting to be established on the gold-
fields; and, in reply to a question, we
received the Premier's assurance that the
Government would do everything possible
to ensure that the smelter is located in
Kalgoorlie.

Many problems have followed from the
upsurge in the mineral industry, and the
growth that is taking place in the towns
of Kalgoorlie and Boulder is absolutely
phenomenal. There will also be consider-
able growth in other towns. For some
time past it has been amazing to see the
money that is being expended in those
towns, and the very substantial buildings
that are being erected at a very high cost—
very fine buildings, too. The fact that
people are willing to spend such large
sums of money—something in the order of
$400,000 to $500,000 for a single building
or block of buildings—indicates their faith
in the future of the area.

There are also problems. Recently I
was speaking to an official of the Police
Department who remarked that the police
station and gaol which were recently con-
structed at Kalgoorlie are now too small
for present requirements. I hasten to add
that this is not as a result of an upsurge
in crime amongst the local people. With
the growth in the area, pecople have been
coming from all over Australia and from
many parts of the world, and of course
amongst any collection of people there are
g}llvlnggs some who do not do the right

There has been a great deal of concern
in the goldmining industry at the refusal
of the Commonwealth Government to in-
crease the subsidy on the production of
gold, While everyone knows that in the
fulness of time the nickel industry will
supersede the gold industry and will em-
ploy a large number of people, some time
will elapse before those nickel areas are
in operation. The equipment for those
mines will cost millions of dollars. I think
a lot of people have rushed in to buy
shares, thinking that dividends would come
from those shares in a very short time,
but they probably realise now that it is
impossible to set up a large mine in a
matter of & few months. Some of those
mines will take years to develop f{o the
stage when they become paying proposi-
tions.

In the meantime, the goldmining indus-
try is running down. It has done a
magnificent job for the State and for Aus-
tralia in the years gone by, but it seems
that now very few peoble are concerned
whether the goldmining industry continues
to operate or goes out of existence. For
some time it has been obtaining a subsidy
of $8 an ounce from the Commonwealth
Government. Earlier this year when the
subsidy agreement came up for renewal,
the people in the industry asked that the
subsidy be increased to $12 an ounce.
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That would have made some of these
goldmines paying propositions instead of
losing propositions. However, the Com-
monwealth Government turned down that
proposal despite the fact that a meeting
was held in Kalgoorlie which was attended
by many people, and the proposal was sup-
ported by the Minister for Mines on behalf
of the Government and by the Leader of
the Opposition on behalf of the Opposi-
tlon. Representations were made to the
authorities in Canberra, but to no avail.
They were not prepared to increase the
subsidy. At present the subsidy costs the
Commonwealth Government $1,500,000
and the increase would have meant addi-
tional expenditure of about $750,000.

To some people that may seem to be a
great deal of money, but when one
examines the large number of subsidies
that are paid to industries and concerns,
and the protection that is afforded by way
of tariffs to some of our commercial
enterprises, the amount psaid as a gold
subsidy does not appear to be so great,
Some time ago I obtained from one of
my colleagues in the Commonwealth Par-
liament a list of the varlous industries
that were assisted by the payment{ of
subsidies, and the expenditure involved
by the Commonwealth Government was
considerable. However, a8 I have said,
the Commonwealth Government has re-
flr:sedlgo increase the subsidy on the price
of gold.

Whilst the price of gold has remained
the same as it was in 1934, the goldmining
industry has had, by every means pos-
sible, to meet increases in the cost of
every item of material reguired by it and
increases in the wages of its employees.
As a result, that industry has become one
of the most efficient that is operating
anywhere. Despite its efforts in this
direction, it still receives the same treat-
ment from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment n regard to an increase of the sub-
iidy.

The member for Murchison spoke the
ither evening, and ¥ agree with him when
1e sald that 1f we permit the goldmining
ndustry to go out of production this
wuntry will see the day when it will be
swuying gold from overseas. Although the
wrice of gold has been fixed for many
'ears, if one reads the writings of econo-
nists who are of a world-wide standard,
ne learns that nine out of 10 of them
onsider that, inevitably, the price of gold
nust incresse, but they cannot predict
then that time will come. When it does
re will be faced with the position, if we
llow the goldming industry to wane, that
re will not be producing any gold with
‘hich to take advantage of such inerease.

I now wish to refer to the refusal of the
tate Government, through the Minister
sr Education, to do anything about the
sbuilding of the Eastern Goldflelds High
chool, which is a very old building.
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Orlginally it was an infectious disecases
hospital and from time to time additions
have been made until the whole strue-
ture now covers a fair sized area. How-~
ever, it is built of materials that one
would expeet to be used on a place that
had a life expectancy of sbout 10 years.

Representations have been made t0 the
Minister for Education from responsible
pecple residing on the goldfields pointing
out the necessity to build & new high
school so that the children in the district
can obtain their education in surroundings
that are equal to, or approaching, the
standard of the surroundings of schools
in other areas, which, in this day and age,
we have the right to expect. However,
the existing position seems to continue
despite the requests that have been made
to the Minister. He has merely given
a blank refusal.

Mr, Lewis: You say that we have re-
fused to rebuild the school?

Mr, MOIR: Yes we have heen met with
nothing but refusals to build a new high
school. ’

Mr. Lewis: You are not up-to-date with
your information,

Mr, MOIR: In an answer given to me
last year, the Minister stated he had no
Intention of rebuilding the school.

Mr, Lewis: This is this year.

Mr. MOIR: Whether it was last year or
this year, the Minister stated he had no
intention of rebutlding the high school.

Mr. Lewis: I met people at Kalgoorlie
only last week.

Mr. Tonkin: What did you tell them?

Mr. Lewis: I told them that we are not
yet quite certain whether we will build a
new brick school on the present site, or go
for a bigger school. The present site
comprises only about eight acres.

Mr. MOIR: As the member for the
district for many long years it would have
been very nice if the Minister had let me
into the secret.

Mr. Lewjs: The meeting was called by
the public authorities. They arranged it,
:,}?d I am not responsible for your not being

ere.

Mr. MOIR: In my experience it has
always been a courtesy shown by the Min-
ister to let the member for the district
}mcﬁv of some of the happenings that occur
n it.

Mr. Lewis: I think you were informed
that I would be going to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MOIR: Yes, I believe I was; hut on
other occasions I have not been informed
by vour department of occurrences that
have faken place in my area,

Mr. Lewis: When I informed yvou I was
going to Kalgoorlie I did not know ahout
the meeting. I received the telegram when
I was in Wyndham.
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Mr. MOIR: However it will be very
pleasant for the people of the district to
learn that at last the Minister has changed
his mind about rebuilding the Eastern
Goldfields High School.

Mr, Lewis: We have to make some inves-
tigation first.

Mr. MOIR: How long will that take?

Mr. Lewis: Well, we are thinking of
building a school two or three stories high.
1 understand some investigation has to be
made to ascertain if the ground is suitable
to hold a building of that size and weight,
and also if it is suitable for the under-
ground structures.

Mr. MOIR: I am very pleased to learn
that somebody in the department is think-
ing about us.

Mr. Lewis: Of course a science block
and & library are to be built there by the

Commonwealth.

Mr. MOIR: I now wish to make some
reference to the Liguor Act which was
recently passed in this House and which
seems to have brought about some unfor-
tunate developments, I am fully aware
that when any new legislation is brought
forward it is impossible to make it perfect,
and it is only when the Act has been in
operation for some time that one can
judge whether justice is being meted out
under the provisions of the Act.

The experience of one man that was
recently brought to my attention led
me to the conclusion that the legislation
is a little harsh. This man holds an Aus-
tralian wine license, and he decided that
he would go out of business. We know
that the Act provides that this license
shall be phased out over a period. I
understand that there will be no more
Australian wine licenses in existence after
1972,

When the provisions of the Act were
being discussed in this Chamber attention
was drawn to the fact that some dif-
ficulties may be met by those people hold-
ing an Australian wine license for longer
than two years, or beyond 1972, As a result
of that an amendment was passed grant-
ing the court discretion to extend the
period of any licenise that is now held untii
such time as it deems fit. The man to
whom I am referring, who held an Aus-
tralian wine license, decided he would not
wait until 1972, because he wished to apply
for what I think is called a wine store
lHcense. To his astonishment he was told
that he would have to pay a fee of $500
for a wine store license, and an additional
$10 for a provisional license.

I studied the Act and I discovered that
that is the fee laid down under its pro-
visfons. I think the Act provides that
when any person wishes to set up premises
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for the first time under the conditions laid
down for the holding of a wine store
license the court may decide that that is
the fee that shall he pald. However,
where the holder of an Australian wine
lcense has not been selling liquor as a
gallon licensee, and has not submitted any
returns to the Licensing Court for the pre-
vious 12 months, the court may assess
what fee shall be paild for a wine store
license; but evidently at present the posi-
tion is that such a licensee must pay the
same fee as a person who is opening new
premises for the firgt time. This does not
seem right to me. This man is voluntarily
relinquishing an Australlan wine license
which he could contlnue to hold for the
next two years, in order that he may com-
mence in what he considers to be a better
line of business. He is doing this instead
of converting his premises to meet the re-
quirements of a wine restaurant license.

He is anxious to conduct a wine store
and under the Act a substantial fee is re-
quired before the license is issued. I do
not think this was the intention of the
Act whep it was originally framed. There
are many factors one does not envisage
when considering legislation as compli-
cated as the Liquor Act. I would like
someone to have a look at that part of
the Act because, In the circumstances, I
think injustice could be suffered by a per-
son who is forced to pay a fee of $500
because he wishes to relinguish one type
of llecense with the intention of taking up
8 new type of business under the provi-
sions of the Act.

My colleague, the member for Karrinyup,
had a good deal to say this evening. I
think the arguments he placed before the
House in regard to traffic were very sound.
I, together with other members in this
House and members of the public in gen-
eral, feel great concern at the rising death
toll on our roads. Unfortunately, the vie-
tims seem to be younger members of the
community whom we can ill afford to lose.
The cost to the State as g result of injuries
sustained by people involved in accidents,
and as a result of fatalities, is something
beyond measure. One must also take into
consideration the suffering that is exper-
ienced by relatives when they are bereaved
of some beloved member of their family.

I have discussed this problem with many
people, and although I hold my own views
on it, I do not know what the answer is.
One of the steps we must take is to
appoint more fraffic policemen to patrol
our roads. A long time ago I arrived at
the conclusion that there are many people
who will exercise the utmost care and
caution whilst driving a wvehicle. They
will show consideration to other motorists
and endeavour to drive their vehicles to
the best of thelr ability. In the main
they are responsible people, but although
they may be imbued with the best of in-
tentions, they can still make mistakes,
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On the other hand there is the irre-
sponsible type of person who thinks that
laws are only made {0 be broken. This is
the type who is not concerned about the
consequences of his actlons on other
people. He seems to go along with the
outlook that accidents only happen to
athers and not to himself,

I obtaihed my driver’s license about 45
years ago, and I have had a long span
of driving experience. I am not in the
category of the drivers mentioned by the
member for Avon who have only been
driving over bitumen roads. I have been
driving over gravel roads since a long time
back. At times I am appalled at the
driving habits of some people; and they
are the ones who do not seem to have
any regard for the other drivers on the
road. Their one idea is to speed, and to
speed all the time.

I am one of those drivers who can be
classed as a slow driver, because I do not
travel at more than 35 m.p.h. on metro-
politan roads. This is the speed limit
in the metropolitan area, but if one is to
drive at this speed@ one will be regarded
as a slow driver. Even if one were to drive
at 40 m.ph. on metropolitan roads one
would be overtaken by most of the vehicles
behind. On the metropolitan roads I have
seenhsome people driving at 50 and 60
m.p.h.

I have seen all kinds of traffic accidents
take place. I have seen drivers going
through “Stop” signs without stopping. A
relative of mine was injured, because an-
other motorlst went through a “Stop’’ sign
and hit his vehicle. In a busy thorough-
fare llke Grantham Street I have seen
some drivers going through *“Stop” signs
without stopping, Not long ago I saw
one driver going through a "Stop” sign
on that road at approximately 50 m.p.h.

Anyboedy who does thai sort of a thing
is a plain fool. Fortunately these people
avoid accidents st most times, but there
does come the time when they become
involved in saccidents and the innocent
parties seem to come off worst in these
encounters.

Previously I have referred to visitors
from Sydney who deplored the driving
habits of the motorists of Western Aus-
tralia. Only a few months ago I was
n Sydney, and I estimate that proportion-
aitely there would be no fewer drivers in
that city with foolish driving habits than
chere are in this State. I was struck
»y the fact that on the roads in Sydney
vhen motorists commit traffic offences the
yjther motorists Dblare their horns
ind shout at the offending motorists. On
me oceasion I was driving along a onhe-
yay street, and I saw a car coming
wround the corner and driving up the
treet the wrong way. At first I thought
"was in the wrong, but then I heard the
ither motorists blaring their horns and
houting at the offender.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Williams) :
The honourable member has five more
minutes.

Mr MOIR: Later on I visited Ballarat.
There I was struck by the courtesy dis-
played by the drivers. This shows that
some people can be courteous when they
gre driving cars.

In Western Australia consideration
shotild now be given to arranging for
additional traffic officers to patrol the
roads. In my view a single authority should
be in control of traffic throughout the State.
In some country areas the traffic authority
does a reasonable job, and EKalgoorlie is a
case in point; but there are shortcomings,
because these traffic officers cannot be
patrolling the roads all the time.

Some people have advocated In the Press
that & patrol officer should be stationed
on each half-mile section of road. From
my own observations, when I see motorists
doing the right thing on the road I ¢an
be assured that a patrol officer is some-
where In the vicinity. I believe there should
be patrol officers in plain cléthes and in
unmarked cars patrolling the roads, not
for the sake of persecuting the motorists
but for the sake of apprehending those
who do the wrong thing.

In the open country roads the speed
limit of 65 m.ph. applies; but if one were
to drive at that speed one would find that
& large number of vehicles would pass—
not travelling slightly in excess of 65
m.p.h. but at a speed far in excess of that,
When I iravel at 65 m.ph. on couniry
roads I find that even the heavy haulage
vehicles pass me. I think these vehicles
are restricted to & speed of less than 65
m.p.h., but they still pass me.

Much of the lawlessness on our roads
has arisen because of a lack of fear of
detection. I do not know the answer to
this problem, but something has to be
done. Progressively steps should be takén
to reduce the nwnber of accidents and
the number of fatalities on the road. In
my electorate the Kambalda Road is one
of the worst for road fatalities. Recently
it was announced that 17 fatalities had
occurred on that road, but anyone driving
over it would wonder how anybody could
be involved in an accident, because it is
such a good road.

Mr. Craig: It is quite a safe road.

ME. RUNCIMAN (Murray) (922 pm.]):
I, too, would join with other members in
supporting the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply to the Speech
made by His Excellency at the opening
of Parliament. This debate gives mem-
bers the opportunity to commend the
Government for its achievements in the
past year, and to emphasise any other
issues which might be ecausing concern
or in which a particular member might
be interested.
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His Bxcellency stated that Western Aus-
tralian continued to hold its position as
the State with the fastest rate of popula-
tion growth in Australin, and that its
growth rate was almost twice the national
average. This is something which people
talkke for granted nowadays; nevertheless,
it is something which should give the
CGovernment a great deal of satisfaction
and all Western Australians a great deal
of pride.

In the past, over many years some of
the young people of the State, after they
had recelved training at the University,
left for the Eastern States and overseas
countries. Consequently there was a big
drain on the trained young people of this
State. It is gratifylng to know that the
situation has been reversed and that to-
day trained people from the Eastern States
and overseas countries are coming to
Western Australia. They have been at-
tracted by the job opportunities and the
excitement of development to be found
here. Older people are coming to Western
Australia with their families, as they be-
lieve this is & good place in which to rear
their children because of the opportuni-
ties that are offering. Al this has taken
place In the la.s_tg few years.

. This change is not due to any one cause,
but to a number of causes. One is the
increase in mining and industrial develop-
ment, and in the earlier years the expan-
sion in agriculture. This Government can
take credit for the positive steps it has
taken since it came into office in 1960. A
great deal of publicity has been given
to Western Australia in practically every
capital city of the world, and this has
paid great dividends to the State. This
hzas been brought about by the action of
the Government and reflects a great deal
of credit on it.

A few months ago I, together with
other members of Parliament, had the op-
portunity to tour the north of the State.
This was a wonderful exercise, and I
would like to commend the Minister for
Industrial Development for his splendid
organisation of the trip. It was as near
perfect as one could possibly expect for
a trip of that magnitude—a trip taking in
s0 many places and covering such a wide
area.

One of the things which impressed me
greatly was the attitude of the people in
the northern areas. They have great con-
fildence in their areas, and they have en-
thusiasm: while they have that confldence
and enthuslasm they must zo forward.
What g difference that is to the attitude
which existed some years ago, particularly
in the coastal and Kimberley towns of the
north-west. Today the people there feel
they have a new life before them. The
opportunities are good, and the conditions
seem to be particularly buoyant.
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It is true that some problems exist, and
one of the main ones is education. Of
course, & problem such as this arises in
outlylng areas. These towns will grow, and
matters such as education and the pro-
vision of schools will be attended to. I
was interested to find that on the dam site
of the Ord River a school had heen estabh-
lished and about 118 children were at-
tending it. It was a quick effort by the
Education Depsartment to establish this
school, and the department should be
commended on the provision of schools in
isolated areas.

What impressed me most in the Eim-
berley was the Kimberley Research Sta-
tion and the amount of splendid work it
was doing. About 4,000 acres are utilised
for experimental crops. The enthusiasm
of the sectentlsts who are in charge of this
work has to be seen to be believed. I
understang that the diversification of pro-
duction, particularly in agriculture, is
creating a great deal of interest among
the people. The work which is going on
in that research station and the amount
of diversification which is being imple-
mented will pay big dividends not only to
the Kimberley region, but to the northern
parts of this State,

The development of sorghum and the
growing of other crops In this area has
already paid dividends in the fattening
of cattle for slaughter at the Wyndham
Meat Works. Over the last two years &
great deal of progress in this direetion
has been made. The manager of the
meatworks told me that he was particu-
larly pleased with the quality of the stock
which had been fattened in the Ord River
area by the feeding of sorghum, and he
looked forward to having more of this
stock. I understand 1t is the Intention to
expand the meatworks and to bring it
more up to date.

It is very pleasing indeed to find that
besides cotton production a market is
developing for cattle in this area. As
time goes by the fattening and turning
off of a large number of cattle will be a
feature of the area. The Kimberley
Research Station s playing an important
part in this development.

Mr. Jamieson called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: Some members have
spoken at length on water problems within
theijr areas. I feel a litile gullty becausst
this 15 one commodity which is in abund-
ance in my sarea. We already have the
Serpentine Dam, and the new dam al
North Dandalup will soon be completed
The South Dandalup dam will be com-
menced shortly, and we have four irriga-
tlon dams in the Warcona area. 1 woulc
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like to congratuiate the Government on
the completion of the Waroona dam only
three or four years ago. Last year was
probably the drlest year on record but
most people in the lrrigation area had no
problems with water. It was particularly
gratifying to have an ahundance of water
for lrrigation purposes in a year as dry
as that which we have just experienced.

The pipehead dam at North Dandalup
will shortly be completed and this is very
good indeed. Work on the South Danda-
lup dam is about to commence, and when
completed this dam will be almost as
big as the Serpentine Dam. I am very
pleased indeed that the country towns
within the area of these dams will be
supplted with reticutated water. The Min-
ister has promised the water schemes and
I have no doubt that as time goes by all
the towns within the area will be con-
nected. Naturally enough, the first of
these towns will be the small town of
North Dandalup. A survey has already
been made of the town with a view to the
supply of reticulated water from this
source. The plpes are not there yet but
the main line from the South Dandalup
dam will pass through the town.

Pinjarra, of course, will be included in
the scheme, and the water will also be
avallable for the town of Dwellingup. The
town of Mandurah will also be connected
to this scheme. The dam itself will not
be completed until 1973 but in the mean-
time a number of small towns along the
Murray River have a reticulated water
scheme. The scheme has reached the
town of Mandurah and the flrst houses
to be connected will be the State Housing
Commission homes. It s intended to
continue the scheme through Mandursh,
and by the end of next year most of the
area north of the river will have a reti-
culated scheme.

-Mr. Jamieson: Is it proposed to take the
water right down to Falcon?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: Eventually, but that
may take g little more time. It is hoped
that in 1972 water will be taken across the
river and the area of Hall’'s Head will be
connected.

I am very pleased to know that the
main dam on the Dandalup River will be
landscaped on the same patiern as the
Serpentine Dam. The Serpentine Dam
has proved to be a wonderful showplace
in this State, judging by the thousands of
visitors who go there each year. Practi-
cally every weekend hundreds of cars go
through Jarrahdale to the Serpentine
Dam, and the area is very popular with
visitors to this State. They are not only
attracted to the area to see the dam, but
also to view the scenlc type of the land-
seaping of the area. 1t is intended that
the same development shall take place at
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the South Dandalup dam. A road is being
constructed from the main Bunbury
Hiehway to the dam, and on to Dwelling-
up. I am hoping that Dwelllngup will de-
rive some benefit from the development
of the area.

From the agricultural point of view, my
area is mainly a whole milk and cattle-
producing district. It has experienced one
of the best years on record and I feel a
little guilty in saying that when I know
how the drought has affected so many
other areas of the State. However, we
have g pretty large State and there are
bound to be some areas which do well
while others do not do so well.

The Murray district, extending nearly
a8 far down as Harvey, has experienced
a wonderful year. The price of cattle has
been very good indeed and the whole milk
situation is much better than it has been
for years. Quotas have been increased
right through the area. In recent weeks
the Milk Board has lifted the boundaries
and now most people in the area further
south will have an opportunity to apply
for a quota. This is very goed indeed, and
I can see that practically the whole of the
southern dalrying district will eventually
be brought into the whole milk scheme.

I hope the Government will give a5 much
assistance as it can to the butterfat areas
of the south-west, particularly the
the southern part of the south-west, in
order to keep many of the people engaged
in dairying. I know the tendency today
is to tell people to get out of dairying but
I think we will need these people in the
not too distant future. I am aware that
$7,000,000 worth of dairy products were
imported from the Eastern States last
¥ear.

Mr. Davies: And from New Zealand.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: ¥Yes. I hope the
Government will give consideration to
helping the dairy farmers. I know the
Government has given a good deal of help
in the past.

Mr. Davies: How is the Commonwealth
scheme coming along?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: It is about to com-
mence. I understand it is an amalgama-
tion scheme so that some farmers can
sell out to others who want to operate
larger farms. The scheme has taken
an unduly long time to be implemented.

Mr, Davies: How do the farmers feel
about it?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I think they are very
pleased and I think the scheme will prove
to be very popular indeed. Some of the
farmers who have been battling will be
able to sell out. They will be able to pur-
chase a house and probably obtaln a good
job or a position with Alcoa at Pinjarra,
or something of that nature. A good many
of the farmers will be better off. At the
same time, the dairy farmers who operate
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the larger properties will he able to diver-
sify their production and embark on cattle
raising which, at the moment, is proving
to be profitable.

The very large alumina project at Pin-
jarra is beginning to take shape, but is
still only in the constructional stage. Not
much change has occurred in the town-
ship of Pinjarra in the last 12 months,
but I believe that in the next 12 months
it will be a different story. A number of
houses have almost been completed for
the executive staff of Alcoa. They are
being built right in the town. The next
housing development will consist of some-
thing like 400 houses slightly north of
the town, and within one mile of the centre
of the town. The building of those homes
will begin towards the end of the year
and they will be occupied about April or
May.

A plan for the area has been submitted
to the shire council. It was prepared with
the assistance of a planner who was partly
financed by the Government. The town
planning committee and the co-ordinating
committee, in conjunction, have submitted
a plan which has been accepted by the
shire council and is now open to the rate-
payers of the district so that recommenda-
tions can be made and queries raised.
Generally the plan has been well accepted
but, naturally, some people will be affected
more than others.

The plan which has been submitted is
flexible to some extent. It is & blueprint
for a town of something like 25,000 people.
The whole of the plan is not likely to be
implemented for some years, but some
guidelines are necessary so that the local
shire will be aided in developing the town,
The town will house 25,000 people and will
be half as big again as Bunbury is today.

Only a short time ago Pinjarra was
clamouring for an industry. When I was
first elected to Parliament I was requested
by the shire council, and other people,
to do my best to get some Industry into
the town. Of course, no-one expected an
industry as large as Alcoa. I believe this
industry will be of tremendous benefit to
the whole of the south-west and will
_cn:hange the lives of many people for the

etter.

The town of Mandurah has already felt
the impact, and Mandurah s making pro-
gress. Quite a number of people living
there commute to Alcoa angd to the vari-
ous construction projects now in the area.

It is therefore pleasing to know that the
water reticulation scheme for Mandurah
is being pushed ahead. The local shire is
also installing a comprehensive sewerage
scheme, and this development, too, has
been coincidental. The scheme is being
installed at a time when it has become
s0 necessary to handle what I belleve will
be a very great upsurge in the population
of the area.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The waters of the Peel Inlet and the
Murray River cover a vast area. It is
a much larger area than many people
realise and, therefore, it 1s of greater
importance than many people think. The
extent of its size can be appreciated when
it 15 pointed out that there are 72,000
acres of water in the Peel Inlet compared
\vallth 12,000 acres in the Canning and Swan
vers.

Mr. Davies: How deep i5 it?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: It varies from
shallow water to depths of 8 feet to 10
feet in many places. A simjlar variation
is to be found in the Swan River.

This vast area Is situated on the edge
of the metropolitan area between the two
towns of Pinjarra and Mandurah which
will grow apace and which I belleve could
be two of the most densely populated areas
outside the metropolitan area in time. I
believe there 1s an urgent need for a
programme of conservation and develop-
ment of these waters. This programme
should include not only the waters them-
selves but the surrounding foreshore. This
would be for the benefit of the people of
Western Australia, not only the local
people. In fact, submissions have been
made to the Minister along these lines.
I assume that any action has been deferred
pending the appolntment of the minister
for conservation, to which reference was
made In the Governor's Speech. I think
the idea of this ministry has been accepted
very favourably throughout the whole of
the State. I do not envy any person the
job, because I think it will be a particu-
larly difficult one.

As I have sald, I believe the waters of
the Peel Inlet and the Murray River
could be the playground of Western Aus-
tralin. They are just on the edge of the
metropolitan area and the spill-over from
EKwinana and Cockburn areas will go to
these waters, In addition, the development
of Pinjarra is expected to see 25,000 people
in the district. Some planners talk of
150,000 people In 680 or 70 years’ time.
This might well be the case. If was
estimated that 100,000 people visited
Mandurah on one day during the Easter
helidays. The waterways are the main
attraction.

It is essential to preserve the natural
life of the area but, at the same time,
provision must be made for recreational
facilities. We must also ensure the pre-
servation of the fishing, crabhing, and
prawning attractions, which give thou-
sands of tourists a great deal of pleasure.

The fishing industry in Mandurah is
perhaps the oldest in the State. At one
time there were three canneries on the
Peel Inlet: and approximately 1,000,000
pounds weight of fish is ¢caught and sent
to the metropolitan markets each year.



[Wednesday, 26 August, 1870.]

I am told by officers of the Fisheries
Department and by fishermen, as well,
that there appear to be as many fish in
the waters now as there ever were. Of
course, an amateur fisherman might not
think so when he is trying to catch fish.
Nevertheless, in many instances fishermen
have done remarkably well. I believe the
fishing in the area must be preserved.
In saylng this I refer not only to the
activities of the professional fishermen
but also to those of amateurs.

I should like to see established an
authority for conservation and I hope any
such authority would take particular note
of this item, A great deal of work needs
to be dome. The area must be surveyed
and I would like to see the production
of & plan something along the lines of
the plan brought out by the M.R.P.A. for
the Swan and Canning Rivers. I think
that exactly the same approach should
lr:!'ei made to the Peel Inlet and the Murray

ver.

In fact, when I read an excellent pub-
lication which I have in my possession I
could not help thinking that in places
the words “Swan and Canning” could
easily read, “Peel Inlet and Murray
River.” 1 sincerely hope the Government
will give very careful consideration to
this request. In my opinion there is a
degree of urgency surrounding it.

Mr. Jamieson: Pon’t you think that
some of the properties which go right
down to the inlet should be taken away
at this stage before it 1s too late?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: This is something
which has been envisaged in the plan
for Pinjarra where, at the moment, there
is no access to the water anywhere be-
tween Pinjarra and Ravenswood. I notice
that the new plan makes provision for a
strip of land all the way along the river
to enable people to make use of the fore-
shore. I think this prineciple should apply
to all rivers and waterways as far as pos-
sible. Of course, the properties in question
were bought a long time ago. The title
deed gives the people the right to the
land to the water's edge. However, before
it is too late and becomes too costly I
would Hke to see the Government con-
sider ways in which the foreshore could
be used for the benefit of all the people
of the State.

1 hope most sincerely that the minister
for conservation, when he is appointed.
will give a great deal of consideration to
the waterways of the Peel Inlet and the
Murray River. As I have said, I believe
the area has a wonderful future. It is
the greatest inland waterway in Western
Australia and is teeming with fish of all
kinds, including crabs and prawns, It
has wonderful scenic areas. My opinion
is that some of the area should he left
in its natural state but other parts should
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be made avallable for recreational pur-
poses. Development and conservation
must go hand in hand in the preservation
of the area. For this reason the Swan
River Conservation Board has great appeal
to me, It is not merely concerned with
conservation, but with development and
conservation., Both are extremely im-
portant and, if observed in the Peel Inlet
and Murray River, they will create a
g&ntgertu] asset for the people of the

Due to a great deal of good work in the
fleld of public relations by Government
officers and Alcoa staff, many of the mis-
conceptions regarding pollution and poss-
ible pellution from the plant have been
shown to be false and, In a few cases,
quite mischievous. Fears which were pre-
viously held by people in the area have
been largely dissipated. I am quite certain
the company will do & mighty Job so far as
conservation is concerned and it will take
all necessary safeguards against pollution.
Members of Parllament visited the area
some time ago and at that stage the de-
velopment of the company had hardly
commenced. Nevertheless, members were
impressed by the work which was being
undertaken and by the ability and sincerity
of the officers of the company.

In the early stages of the project, many
people said, “What a pity so much first-
class agricultural land is going out of
production; this area will be lost to pri-
mary production.”

In fact, the opposite will be the case,
because nearly 12,000 acres are embodled
in a farm. It is only a buffer, and
there will be a first-class farm in operation.
Even at this early stage the 12,000 acres
carry more stock than the original owners
carried. It is also to be conducted as a
research station for the beneflt of the dis-
trict and farmers generally. This is a
splendid exercise, and the company is to
be in on it. Consequently nothing will be
taken away, as many people feared.

The refinery itself occupies 500 acres
and it 1s destined to be the largest refinery
in the world. This will have a great im-
pact on other towns and will provide em-
ployment for many pecple. It will be of
benefit to the young people of the area
should they find that farming is not as
good as they imagined. If they make this
decision, the opportunity will exist for
them to be employed locally, The com-
pany has promised that it will give con-
sideration to local needs. It has promised
to give opportunities of employment, to our
young people when they leave high school.

Finally, I would like to refer to the
subject of teacher-housing, which has
often been discussed in this House. When
I came into Parliament, I admit that
teacher-housing in my own area was in a
very poor state. However, due to the
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efforts of the Government Employees'
Housing Authority and thanks to the co-
operation of the shire council this proh-
lem has been largely overcome. All of our
genlor masters in the high schools are
accommodated in brick homes provided
in the town. This is very good indeed.
I noticed that very few of the circulars
which were sent out by the Teachers’
Union a month or so ago referred to
teacher-housing, although they all referred
to other educational matters. This shows
that great improvements have been ef-
fected in the field of teacher-housing in
Western Australia, There is still a lot to
be done, but the improved position is
much appreciated by the teachers.

MR. BATEMAN (Canning) [9.57 p.m.}:
I rise to make my contribution to the
Address-in-Reply and I shall deal with
what I consider to be the two most im-
portant major problems affecting my elect-
orate. It 1s falr to say that members have
mainly spoken on their own electorates.
Before I continue in this vein, I would
1tke firstly, to congratulate the member for
Albany for winning his seat. Secondly,
I would like to say to you, Sir, and to all
members on this side of the House and on
the other side of the House who have
chosen to retire next year, “All the best
that you wish yourself.”

Now, down to business. The two prob-
lems which affect my electorate are poliu-
tion of ground and surface water, and
water conservation. I think the problem
which we will have to face with consider-
able anxiety is the problem of conservation
of water. I have thought about this ques-
tion for many years now. During the past
15 years I have heen associated in one way
or another with the Public Health Depart-
ment. Pollution of ground water has al-
ways worrled me. When I was appointed a
member of Parliament I had the op-
portunity to move around more and to
see some of the problems for myself. I
refer to problems which I had not pre-
viously seen.

As p result of this, 1 wrote to every
major country in the world to find out
what had been done about the problem
and what was bheing done about it. I
recelved back some very interesting and
informative correspondence.

I will deal first of all with the problem
of pollution of surface water. Some 5ix
weeks ago I had the privilege of being
shown around the Gosnells area by a
plumber who was born and bred in the dis-
trict. He fs about the same age as myself.
He showed me some of the problems of
pollution of ground water because, like my-
self, he is very worried about it. He has
taken many photographs to prove his
point, because many people say that one
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is talking through one’s hat when one says

that raw effluent is being discharged into

the Canning River or is running onto the

goturﬁd. The photographs prove that this
e,

I think it is 8 great shame-—and an
indictment against the shires—to allow
houses still to be built in Maddington and
some other areas. I have a photograph
here which shows that the ground is not
soll, but elay. It is of an impervious nature
and the effiuent from the septic tanks
could not possibly seep away. Ultimately
it must go straight into the Canning River.

I have here a photograph which shows a
breakdown In s leach drain; another
shows a leach drain filled with water that
cannot flow away, a further photograph
shows raw effluent running onto the
ground; another shows the breakdown of
a septic tank with effluent flowing from
it; and another shows a septic tank, and
the Hid cannot be put on it because the
water I1s flowing over the top. This kind
of thing is happening everywhere, and we
say we have not a problem with pollution.

1 feel we have to face up to the situation
concerning the breakdown of septic tanks
and the resultant pollution of surface
water. If we do not do something ahout
it falrly smartly, I feel we may have a
volcano of disease erupting. We cannoct
see this hapbpening; it is not lke smoke
from chimney stacks. We do not know
what 15 golng on underground, and I feel
that a volcano of disease will erupt, glven
time and the right media. If that hap-
pens we will have a situation llke that
which occurred in Kalgoorlle, and in the
State, generally, between 1896 and 1900.
In that period 1,300 people died of typhold.

S0 do not let us be too critical, because
people can leave countries such as India
and arrive here the next day. Those
countries are absolutely riddled with
disease and we read every day of cholera
outbreaks In them. There was an out-
break reported in the paper this morning.

Typhofd can le dormant in the body
without 8 person knowing he has it. How-
ever, he passes It from hils body in his
excreta every day, and If it is not treated
a serlous sttuation can be created. We
had a situation in Mt. Hawithorn, and the
member for Wembley could verify this.
The lady concerned was called “Typhold
Mary" and her faecal material was carted
away daily and treated. We do not hear
of this sort of thing today; but I sugeest
that unless we pay very close attentlon
to the problem, the same thing could hap-
pen again.

Last year at the Kenwick School 27
children contracted hepatitis, and only last
week a further two children were sent to
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hospital with the same disease. Here
again, I do not know whether this is
associated with the pollutlon of our sur-
face water. However, In the area a bad
situation exists in regard to the pollution
of ground water, sc much so that the Com-
missioner of Public Heslth has agreed to
allow one of his senlor Inspectors to come
with me next week so that I may show
him the breakdowns and problems.

The heslth surveyors in the area are
frustrated because they cannot do any-
thing about it. There is only one thing
that ¢can be done; that 1s, we must have
deep sewerage. I know thaet we are work-
ing as hard as we possibly can to get
developers and bullders to Install package
treatment plants, but I do not think this
ts good enough. I do not give & hang If
deep sewerage costs $100,000,000; Iif it
saves one life it would be worth every
penny.

The member for Clontarf stole my thun-
der last week because he quoted something
I intend to quote. The article in question
appeared in The West Ausirelian of the
I1th June, 1970, under the heading, “Aus-
tralla werned over pollution.” The article
stated—

Methods of waste disposal In Perth
are criticlsed In a report that wamns
of the grave problem of pollution
throughout Australia.

The report was by a Benate Belect Com-
mittee, and the article goes on to state—

It called for a closer watch on the
operation of W.A. Industry and said
that many factorles in the metropoli-
tan area were using unsatisfactory
methods to dispose of liguld wastes.

These included meat and poultry
processing works, brewerles, wool
scourers, tanneries, and manufactur-
ing iIndustries.

If T may, I would Hke to refer to the brew-
ery. Every day thousands of gallons of
waste are carted from the brewery and
dumped at the old sanitary site in Gos-
nells, I wish the brewery would leave it
in the Shire of Perth Instead of carting it
to my electorate!

The Senate Select Committee which
inquired into this problem made, at great
expense, a thorough investigation which
took about two years to complete. I am
pleased that the Premier is in the Chamber
because in the same newspaper on the
11th June we find the headline, “Premier
attacks Senate report.” I do not think he
was being fair in asttacking it. Of course
it 15 only newspaper talk, but it is not fair
to attack the report when I know for
certain that a great deal of it is factual.
According to the Press the Premier sald—

The Swan River had never been
cleaner than now, as a result of
control measures recommended by the
Swan River Conservation Board.
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The report continues— ’
He knew of no other river in Aus-
tralia that was so well protected.
That may be so, but later on the report
states—

Health Minister MacKinnon said he
was delighted that all aspects covered
by the committee on health matters
had been dealt with long before the
committee was formed.

There were safeguards by legisla-
tion, agreement or by committees.

There was no evidence of pollution
in reservoirs or underground water
supplies.

Mr. Bpeaker, that is not quite true because
last year when a spear was being put
down at the Kinlock School in order to
pump surface water for reticulation of the
oval, the Health Department said that
surface water was not to be used becauss
it was polluted and would create a health
problem. The Minister for Works may
know that an artesian bore was sunk at
that school by the Public Works Depart-
ment, and artesian water is now used for
reticulation because the surface water is
polluted.

I would say without fear of contradic-
tion that in Gosnells, Maddington, Can-
nington, Queens Park, Kenwick, Thornlie,
Lynweod, Riverton, Rossmoyne, Bateman,
and Brentwood there Is evidence of pollu-
tion of the ground water, and I will point
it out to the Public Health Department ln-
spector next week.

Sir David Brand: I did not say that we
didn’t have pollution. I simply attacked
the committee's report for singling us out
as having neglected such measures. I was
pointing out that we had taken measures
in time.

Mr. BATEMAN: According to the Press
the Premier said the S8wan River had
never been cleaner than now as a result
of control measures recommended by the
Swan River Conservation Board.

Sir David Brand: That is right.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I agree with that.

Mr, BATEMAN: I do not know how the
Premier could say that. What evidence
did he have?

8ir David Brand: What evidence do you
have?

Mr. BATEMAN: I am concerned only
with the report of the Select Committee,
which took a couple of years to investigate
the matter. I say we should not bury our
heads in the sand. Hundreds of millions of
gallons of polluted water are being dis-
charged into the Swan River. Where is
all the poliution from the septic tanks in
my area going? It can only gravitate to
the lowest point—that is, the Canning
River, and from there Into the Swan River.
A further article under the heading of
*Swan Is ‘the cleanest metropolitan river'”
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appeared in the south suburban supple-
ment of The West Australian on the 22nd
July, 1970. It reads as follows:—

The Swan River Is the cleanest
metropolitan river in Australla, if not
the world, according to Mrs. R. Priest,
secretary of the Swan River Conser-
vation Board.

I have the utmost respect for Mrs. Priest,
but I do not know what gives her the right
to say that. We know that 27 factories
have licenses to discharge effluent and
waste into the Swan River, so0 I do not
know that Mrs. Priest has the right to
say that it is the cleanest metropolitan
river, Nevertheless, that is only playing
with words. We have a problem and we
must face up to it. The answer, of course,
1s deep sewerage.

Sir David Brand: That is quite true.

Mr. BATEMAN: If I wished to buy a
motorcar tomorrow I could go ocut and
buy it, and there would not be s poorer
man in this Chamber than I. I could pur-
chase a car because I have an asset; this
State has assets, and we could use them to
provide deep sewerage, no matter what
the cost. As I said before, if it saves one
life it 1s worth every penny. We have the
best jeweller's shop in the world right here
in Western Australla, and we can do what
we want.

Sir David Brand: You should be Treas-
urer for a year.

Mr. BATEMAN: An article appeared in
The West Australion under the heading
“Like a pot of porridge . . .” which refer-
red to Lake Bonney in South Australia.
The article is by Hal Colebatch, and it
says—

SBouth Australia’s Lake Bonney, in
the Millicent district, is possibly Aus-
tralia’s worst example of industrial
water pollution.

In the Jandakot-Spearwood area we have
a paper mill, and the same thing could
happen in that area. The situation can
only get worse unless we get our heads
out of the sand and do something about
it. The article continues—

Ten years ago Lake Bonney was
fresh water, supporting a huge colony
of birds and a big population of fish
and was surrounded by trees.

Today the trees have been killed by
salt water pumped into the lake from
nearby drainage, and the lake itself
has been transformed Into what one
Adelnide journalist described as: “A
repulsive porridze of paper pulp car-
ried down in the waste from milis.”

The lake can be smelt for miles, and
the only lving things apparently still
to be found there are flles and eels.
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‘We could be faced with the same situation
with some of our lakes, unless we watch
the position carefully. The article con-
tinues—

Where It once had 4,000 acres of
fairly deep fresh water on its doorstep
the local council now has to pay $2,000
A year to pump water from the Murray
River for lawns and gardens.

I would like to comment on another aspect
of pollution which could be caused hy the
sanitary land fill method of rubbish dis-
posal. At the time this was introduced I
was closely associated with it, and I
thought it was a wonderful idea. Lakes
which are breeding mosquitoes are filled
with rubbish and a 6-inch layer of sand is
spread on top. Further garbage is then
spread over that, followed by another €
inches of sand, and so it goes on until the
ares is entirely reclaimed. Lawn is then
planted on top and we have a wonderful
ground for children to play on.

However, the tradesmen's waste, efluent,
and all types of garbage which were dump-
ed there previously must eventually pollute
the surface water., Who knows but that
the surface water is not gravitating down
the road not far away where someone has
a reticulation system in his garden, using
that very surface water. A dog could drink
that water and so carry disease to human
beings. That could be possible.

Other countries have woken up to this
fact and they incinerate or burn their
refuse. I have here a booklet sent to me
from Japan which deals with public cleans-
ing particularly in Tokyo. In this publi-
cation is a photograph of a recently built
incinerator at Edogawa. It is a refuse
incineration plant fully automated and
equipped with modern devices against a
bad odour, smoke, and notses.

Mr. Lewis: Is that where they are
getting their smog from?

Mr. BATEMAN: No.
conirols these aspects.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Which c¢ity is this?

Mr. BATEMAN: I am talkilng sabout
Tokyo, but this occurs generally through-
out the world. I have here a photograph
which was sent to me from London which
shows the type of incineration plant used
there. I have received quite & few photo-
graphs from various countries In the
world, and I am sure the Minister's depart-
ment has also received such photographs.
One publication deals with multihearth
units which serve populations from 10,000
upwards. The publication is called Sew-
age, Sludge, Incineration. The publication
also deals with garbage disposal, and so
on.

We have such a treatment plant in
Western Australla. I was so concerned
about the pollutlon of our surface water
that I wrote {o the Department of Mech-
anical Engineering at the University of

This machine
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Western Australla. I recelved a very in-
teresting letter in reply, but most of it is
in engineering jargon which I do not
understand. In this letter, however, there
is & recommendation for the establishment
of a department of pollution at the Insti-
tute of Technology. I feel that some con-
sideratlon should be given to this recom-
mendation. I daresay scholarships might
be obtained from certaln mining compan-
fes which are mainly responsible for a
great deal of the pollution. Scholarships
could also possibly be obtained from Sir
Thomas Wardle.

Mr. Brady: Or from Sir David Brand.
8ir David Brand: Or from Jack Brady.

Mr, BATEMAN: We must be serlous
about this. We shouid egive & great deal
of thought to the establishment of a de-
partment of pollution at the Institute of
Technology, because such a department
could supply the necessary knowledge to
the minister for pollution when he is ap-
poigtlg;i. It would be of great assistance
to .

I have a lot of matierial which is far too
voluminous to mention. I would like now,
however, to touch on water conservation.
I am sure members will agree that a prob-
lem does exist In relation to our water
supplies. Members will recall that at one
time children used to be taken {o Mundar-
ing Weir to see it lowing over the top, but
it is many years since this has happened.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Only three years;
it last flowed over in 1966.

Mr. BATEMAN: It could be many years
before this happens again. Our water
supplies seem to be geiting less each year.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They are getting
bigger each year, but they must satisfy an
increasing demand.

Mr. BATEMAN: We have 50,000 bores
in Western Australia—according to the
Australian Year Book—and these must be
drawing great quantities of water.

Mr. Jamieson: There are quite a num-
ber of bores in here.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You can say that
again,

Mr. BATEMAN: I was very interested
to hear the member for Murchison-Eyre
say that it took a ton of water to produce
a ton of iron ore. This Is a lot of water
particularly when we consider the quantity
of iron ore that is produced in this State.

We must also do something about the
question of migration. I know that we
need migrants to develop the country but
each family would probably use in the vic-
inity of 100,000 gallons of water a year.
Apart from this, each day more factories
are built and these factories must use a
great deal of water,

Sir David Brand:
should stop migration?

Do you think we
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Mr. EATEMAN: I think we should for
the moment if only to ensure that we have
a sufficient supply of water. We all know
that modern washing machines use about
200 gallons of water per wash whereas
previously clothes used to be washed in
two gallons of water. Members can ap-
preciate what this means in terms of
water usage when one considers the
number of migrants that are brought to the
country. 8o I do suggest quite sincerely
that the Minister should have a look at
this problem and see whether we have
enough water to supply the wants of these
familles and whether if we had three or
four bad years we would have enough
water to continue to supply such familles
together with all the factories that are be-
ing established around the place.

Mr. Jamieson: You have the Minister
worried now; he will want a pipeline from
the Chowlilla Dam.

Sir David Brand: Mr. Dunstan has seen
to it that there is no dam.

Mr. BATEMAN: We must do somnething
in this matter of water reclamation. We
will have to take steps eventually and
perhaps one solution might be a dual water
supply, particularly for the metropolitan
Ares.

I would like now to refer to the presi-
dential address given by H. J. N. Hodgson,
M.C.E, MIE. Aust. It is headed, "Man—
His Water Supplies and Health, Yesterday,
Today and Tomeorrow.” In the section
dealing with reclamation of water, Mr.
Hodgson says—

A number of relatlvely dry coun-
tries such as Israel, South Africa, parts
of Americs, and parts of Australia, re-
clalm some waste waters for various
purposes. Mostly, this is for irriga-
tion or for use by Indusiry.

In Australia, possibly South Aus-
tralia is leading the way in the re-
clamation and re-use of waste waters.
At the seaside city of Glenelg some 24
million gallons per day of such waters
ar¢ being used for watering public
gardens, golf courses, and other play-
ing fields. Plans are in hand for ex-
tending this to 8% milllon galions per
day, which is the full capacity of the
Glenelg Sewage Treatment Works: In
1966, a Committee of Enqguiry, set up
by the South Australian Government,
presented a comprehensive report on
the possible reclamation and re-use of
the effluent from the Bollvar (Adel-
aide) Sewage treatment works and
consideration 15 now being glven to
implementing the committee’s find-
ings. .

I received many letters from the countries
to which I wrote among which was & par-
ticularly interesting letter from Germany
where the water from sewage treatment
plants—which we like to call waste water
—is used three times before it finds its
way into the ocean. N

Mr. Rushton: Do they use fluoride?
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Mr. BATEMAN: They reclaim a lot of
water and fertilising constituents for use
in the gardens and other purposes. The
letter I have here is from Professor Dr.
Ing. W. J. Muller ¢f Darmstadt, A
and 18 dated the 27th March, 1969. It is
a long letter and deals mainly with the
reclamation of water for supply and other
purposes. I also received s letter from
Shimshon Inbal, who is the Pirst Secretary
at the Embassy of Israel, Canberra, He
sent me an extract from the Areb Press.
This extract, however, has no date or any-
thing else.

Mr. Davies: From the Arab Press?

Mr. BATEMAN: Yes, it is {from the
Arab Press in which under the heading,
“Drink from Waste Water—Exciting Ex-
perience in Tel Aviv,” it states—

Although Dr. Gedulia Shelef carries
the impressive titles of Chlef Sanitary
Engineer and Head of the Division of
Environmental Health of the Israel
Ministry of Health, he is & young man
who looks and faintly sounds like an
American.

Young age s certainly not unusual
in high positions in Israel. His accent
comes mostly from his five years in
California where he studied for his
master's degree,

His trip to Australla was sponsored
by the World Health Organisation.

When Dr. Shelef came to Australia he met
an Australian engineer—a Mr. Parker, who
designed similar mechanism for the re-
clamation of waste water; an idea which
Dr. 8helef incorporated in the work he
was carrying out. The extract continues—

Dr. 8helef is deeply involved in an
exciting experience—the reclamation
:lf sewer water for human consump-

on,

The project is not new; it is suc-
cessfully used in the United States, in
California, for instance but the Tel
Aviv plant when fully operative will be
the largest waste water reclamation
plant in the world.

It was designed by the Australlan,
8. D, Parker, who was also the deslgner
of a simllar mechanlsm operating in
Melbourne.

Does not the idea of drinking sewer
water repel the Israell public?

With proper explanation the Israell
public is more lkely to accept it more
than any other group. Israelis are well
aware of the water shortage of the
State, This method is much cheaper
than the desalination of the sea water,
and by the year 1980 we expect that
reclaimed water will provide 10 to 15
per cent. of Israel's water resources.

The first part of the plant is already
operating. When fully equipped it will
serve 1,600,000 people.

[ASSEMBLY.]

We are only doing the same as nature
does—flitering used water—only we are
doing it in a planned and escalated form.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I understand that
a British representative took up a glass
of water from the table, drank it down,
and sald to his viewers, “I wonder who
drank that last?”

Mr. BATEMAN: I would like to sug-
gest that we Introduce a system in our
water meter readings similar to that which
operates In connection with our telephones
and our electricity supply, where we only
pay for what we use.

An example of this was brought to my
mind the other day in relation to an old
couple living in the suburbs who were
allowed 98,000 gallons of water each year.
The couple had thefir garden fully reticu-
lated and whether they used the 98,000
gallons or not they still had to pay for
that quantity. Rather than use their re-
ticulated water—and they used 20,000 gal-
lons a year for their domestic purposes—
they attached their scheme water to their
reticulation system and used that.

Another family, not very far from the
one to which I have just referred, had an
allowance of 72,000 gallons of water a
year. At the half-yearly meter reading
that family had used 68,000 gallons. This
family comprised 11 people and, if it had
used 68,000 gallons for the first half of
the year, it would surely use another
68,000 for the ensuing half. It is obvious
an anomaly exists with this type of assess-
ment. I am sure that if we paid for what
we used we would all make sure the kid-
dles turned off the taps the same as we
make sure we chastise them if they un-
necessarily leave any lights on in the
house. If we had to pay for water as we
used it, and we found a tap dripping, we
would very smartly turn it off. I appeal
to the Minister to review the situation,
hecause a review of this type of assessment
is long overdue.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson; It Is very inter-
esting to hear you say this. Would you
say, from your knowledge, that we get our
water too cheaply in Western Aus-
traa? Do you think people ought to pay
more for it?

Mr, Moir: We don’'t get it too cheaply
on the goldfields. We pay very dearly for
it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You still pay far
below cost.

Mr. Lewls: Ask for notlce of the ques-
tion,

Mr. BATEMAN: I am talking about
water conservation, not its sale. In con-
clusion I would lke to suggest that we do
something about the sewerage problem.
Let us establish deep sewerage, no matter
what the cost. As I said before, we are
sitting on a volcano of disease, and do not
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let us forget it. It i5 below us and we can-
not see 1§, but it could erupt again at any
time. In 1946, 11 people died of typhoid.
The danger is ever-present.

I again ask the Minister to do some-
thing about the sewerage, our water assess-
ments, reclamation, and conservation of
our water supplies.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

tney.

-+ House adjourned at 10.33 p.m.

- Fegislative @ouneil

Thursday, the 27th August, 1970

- The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chalr at 2.30 pm. and read
Prayers.

QUESTIONS (7): ON NOTICE.
1. NATIVES
Houging

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS, to the

Minister for Mines:

(1) (a) How many lots have been re-
served for native housing in
the following towns—

(1) Norseman;

(i1} Coclgardie;
ii} Kalgoorie;
(iv) Boulder;

(v) Salmon Gums;
{vl) Merredin;

(b)> what are the reserve numbers,
and the lot numbers in the
respective towns?

(2) In which of the towns referred to
in (1), will houses he erected for
natives during the current flnan-
clal year?

=+« The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) (&) (i) Norseman ...
(1) Coolgardie ...
(iil) Kalgoorlie ..
(iv) Boulder
(v) 8almon Gums
{vl) Merredin

(b) Lot 994, Reserve No. 30263—
Norseman.
Lot 1025, Reserve No, 30283—
Norseman.
Lot 972, Reserve No. 30263—
Norsemarl.
Lot 611, Reserve No. 30263—
Norseman.
Lot 4687, Reserve No. 30287—
Norseman.
Lot 508, Reserve No. 29928—
Coolgardie.
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Lot R1343, Reserve No, 20774—
Kalgoorlie.

Lot R1131, Reserve No. 207T74—
Ealgoorlie,

Lot R12317, Reserve No. 20774—
KalgoorHe.

Lot 21899, Reserve No. 29774—
Kalgoorlie. .

Lot 2650, Reserve No, 29774—
Kasalgoorlie.

1ot F32, Reserve No, 29774—
Kalgoorlie,

Lot 115, Reserve No. 28774—
Kalgoorlie.

Lot 120, Reserve No. 29774
Kalgoorlie.

Lot 3018, Reserve No. 297T74—
Kalgoorlie.
Lot 918—Boulder.
Lot 926—Boulder.
Lot 1337—Boulder.
(2) Subject to fnance being avail-
able:—
Norseman—1 conventional.
Coolgardie—1 conventional.
Kalgoorlie—5 conventional.

EDUCATION
New Schools in Albany District

The Hon. E, C. HOUSE, to the Min-

{ster for Mines:

(1) What primary or other schools are
planned for the area on the south
side of Princess Royal Harbour,
Albany?

(2> Between, and fronting what
streets, are any such schools pro-
posed to be situated?

(3) When is it lkely that they will
he—

(a) commenced;
(b) completed?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Little Grove Primary School.

(2) Located south of Frenchman Bay
Road, east of O'Connell Streect,
north of Gordon Street and west
of King Street.

(3} (a) and (b) No definite decisions

have been made with respect
to the establshment of a
school on the above site.

RAILWAYS
Fettlers at Bodallin

The Hon, J. J. GARRIGAN, to the
Minister for Mines:
When the narrow gauge railway
line east of Merredin is discon-
tinued, will the fettlers’ gang at
Bodsallin—
(a) be transferred; and
(b) if s0, where?



